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TO THE PUBLIC: 


TIITHER accident or deſign hav- 
3 ing occaſioned the trial of the 
unhappy Perreaus to be delayed for at 
leaſt ſix weeks to come, and the preſs 
daily teeming with productions re- 
ſpecting them, while the public curio- 
ſity for the peruſal of facts is every 
day more abundantly excited, the 
editor of the preſent work has been 
induced to conform to the advice of 
his friends, and hazard a publication 
which his tenderneſs would have ſup- 
preſſed till the deſtiny of the brothers 

A3 was 


1 vi 1 
was aſcertained, (though aſſured by 
many judicious perſons it could da 
them no injury) rather than ſuffer a 
large part of the community to quit 


town with an unfavaurable impreſſion 
of his labours in their ſervice. Six 


weeks at any other period would 
have been of little conſequence, or for | 
the purpoſe of winding up the melan- 
choly | buſineſs, (one motive in con 
junction with thoſealready mentioned, 
of the editor's wilhing to reſerve this 
Hite hiſtory for che time fitſt 'adver. 
tiſec) would even have been well 
worth waiting. But at this ſeaſon of 
the year, when ſo many fammies, dex 
ſirous of ſeeing the promiſed Memoirs, 
ate collected on one partieular ſpot, 
- and! mult infallibly be widely ſeattered 
before the day of trial can no arrive: 
4 5 1 to 
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to wait any longer would have been 
diſappointing their reaſonable expecta- 
tions. For theſe cauſes, therefore, it 
is now ſubmitted to the candour of 
the reader, leaving what is intended 
only for the amuſement, information, 
and ſatisfaction of the public, to plead 
its own cauſe, and by its merits and 
impartiality, prove its claims to their 
peruſal and conſideration. 


As to the letters themſelves, they 
are genuine, and were originally de- 
ſigned for private inſpection; but hap- 
pening to fall, in their collected ſtate, 
into the hands of a perſon of conſe- 
quence, who pronounced them calcu- 
lated to pleaſe the public, to inculcate 
the great leſſon of morality, and teach 
De the 
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the ſofter ſex ſome neceſſary diſtine- 


tions, the parties both to whom and 
by whom they were written, were pre- 
vailed upon to commit them to the 
1200088, ©: - +; 0 a 


In doing this they will eſteem them- 
ſelves happy to have this private 
opinion confirmed by the public 
voice; but hope, at all events, to find 
that they have guarded againſt con- 
tempt, though they ſhould fail of that 
portion of praiſe which is - uſually 


_ ſought after by all publications, 
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LETTER I. 


T is your particular requeſt, my dear 
Mariamne, that I ſhould amuſe you 
with the chit-chat, the buſtles of this | 
great city. Hitherto, I hope, I have 
_ acquitted myſelf to your ſatisfaction; 3 
but inſtead of the variety you have 
been accuſtomed to receive at my 
hands, you muſt for the preſent ac- 
cept the univerſal ſubject of conver- 
ſation amongſt all ranks of people: 
The hiſtory of two unhappy men, 
B who, 
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who, miſtaking the glare of life for 
happineſs, and the cunning of knaves 
for wiſdom, have precipitated them- 
ſelves into a priſon, and plunged their 
families into unſpeakable affliction. 


I was indeed ſo ſtruck by the ſin- 
gularity of their daring, that I made 


It a kind of point to inform myſelf of 
all that relates to them. 


Our eſtabliſhed maxim is, that the 
true character of every individual, by 
ſome unguarded expreſſion or action, 
will betray itſelf, and therefore that 
things which appear trifling to com- 
mon obſervers, frequently throw the 
ſtrongeſt lights on the canvas; but 
though I have diligently endeavoured 
to inveſtigate and fix the ruling prin- 
ciple, in order to 


— ſhew | 
That what ty chanc'd was what they 
meant to do, | 


= I 


Mes e nn © 13 
I have fo indifferently ſucceeded on 
this occaſion, that notwithſtanding all 
my intelligence is drawn from the 
fountain head, viz. from perſons who 
have known the Perreaus from their 
infancy up to the preſent juncture, 1 
am wholly unable to illuſtrate our 
aſſertion in the inſtance of one bro- 
ther: However, the conduct of the 
other may confirm its good ſenſe and 
propriety. But you will perhaps wiſh 
me to come to the ſubject, that you 
may have it in your power to judge 
for yourſelf. I will then bid adieu to 
prefacing, and conform mylelf to 
what I apprehend to be your an 
liking. 


The eldeſt of the Perreaus, 1 
by the way, there is but half an hour's 
difference in their ages, was bred, and 
for years, with much reputation, fol- 
lowed: the buſineſs of an apothecary. 
B 2 Nut 
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| | But on recollection, I am beginning 
| 


4 in the middle of my ſtory, and ſhall 
Fe therefore take leave to go back to the 


= neceflary period, for your better un- 
= - derſtanding the facts I ſhall commu- 


l. nicate. 
5 NI. Perreav, the tales of the 
i brothers in queſtion, was a French 
148 refugee, of no inconſiderable rank in 
14 his native country; but though a re- 
9 gard for religious liberty induced 
I him to forego every pecuniary, every 
LR honorary advantage in a land of re- 
I Hgious perſecution, his undertakings 
1 in England were ſo unproſperous, 
| that on his deceaſe he left one ſon 
and two daughters wholly unprovided 


for. His wife, who died ſome few 
months before him, was the daughter 
of a gentleman under ſimilar circum- 
ſtances with himſelf, ſo that excepting 


one brother, he had not a relation to 
| aſſiſt 


rr — 
32 


MESS. PERRE A. ; 
aſſiſt him in ſurmounting the difficul- 
ties and inconvenience of narrow 
finances; and a growing family. | 


His brother indeed aſſiſted him to 
the utmoſt of his abilities, but as for- 
tune, though ſhe did not abſolutely 
frown upon him, was not very liberal 
of her ſmiles, and as he moreover 
rather diſapproved of his brother's 
marriage, as conceiving that he might 
have done much better if he could 
have been prevailed upon to wave the 
indulgence of his inclinations, his 
kindneſſes had a mixture of moroſe- 
neſs in them, and his friendly actions 
the allay of unavailing obſervation. 
The boy was, however, immediately 
on his father's death, taken into his 
_ uncle's compting-houle in the neigh- 
bourhood of the Royal-Exchange, for 
the declared purpoſe of qualifying 
him for the mercantile buſineſs. But 
- Wig: > ©; nu 
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whether this uncle ſecretly wiſhed the 
1 girls to ſeek the protection of their 
foreign relations, or meant to drive 


14 them to the extremity of hiding their 
ö | unprotected heads in a nunnery, can- 
i not be aſcertained ; though it is cer- 
6 tain they were ſo far left to Provi- 
Ty dence and the wide world, that if their 
i own inclination had not ' prompted 
| ' them to derive a proviſion from their 
14 induſtry, their extreme youth and very 


agreeable perſons muſt have expoſed 
them to the worſt of dangers. 


* n KN 


The Miſſes Perreau, on their ſtart- 
ing according to their particylar 
choice, in the employment of a mil- 
liner and mantua-maker, were thrown 
at a diſtance by their relations, and 
coolly regarded by thoſe who called 
themſelves their friends; but when a 
few years had fo well eſtabliſhed them 
as to render them independent in 

their 


MESS. PE RR EAC. - 
their circumſtances, and reſpectable 
in their characters, the diſgrace of 
their buſineſs was ſeen through the 
narrow end of the perſpective, and 
every one who knew. them was for- 
ward to countenance and encourage 
them.. 21 


But is it not hard, my dear Mari- 
amne, that while we find it the fate of 
ſo many well educated women to be 
born to no inheritance, the only alter- 
native that remains for them ſhould 
be, either ſtarving like gentlewomen, 
or embarking. in ſuch employments as 
are incompatible with liberal ideas? 
A thouſand avenues to fame, as well 
as fortune, are open to the men, but 
our poor helpleſs ſex. are evermore 
compelled to forego the former, if 
under the neceſlity of proſecuting the: 
latter, from which falſe eſtimate of 
human conſequence, I apprehend the 
B 4 chief 
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chief and moſt extenſive evils of life 
have and do originate, The condi- 
tion of dependance is ſo painful to the 


| boſom of ſenſibility, that the betrayer, 


under the ſpecious appearance of the 


_ generous friend and protector, wins 


upon the affections and confidence of 
the young, the innocent, and the un- 
ſuſpecting. Nor ought we to be 
altoniſhed, though we may lament, 
that the idle and the vain unheſitating- 
ly prefer guilty afluence to inſulted 
induſtry, Thus our ſtreets are infeſt- 
ed by numberleſs individuals, who, 
under happier auſpices, might have 
proved the firft ornaments of the com- 


munity. 


Let, heaven be praiſed! if mothers 
have only the wiſdom or the juſtice 
to enable their children to avail.them- 
ſelves of the opportunities, the gen- 


teely-born of the genteelyrbred young 


WOmen, 


M E. 8 8. PERREAU. 9: 
women, the daughters of the army,. 
church, and placemen of the riſing, 
generation, will not be the prey of 
either ſcorn or vice; for the ſocieties 
now eſtabliſhed for the encouragement. 
of the polire arts make no diſtinction 
of ſex; the merit of the performances 
is the infallible paſſport to fame and 
profit ; ſo that what is acquired in in- 
fancy, merely as an accompliſhment, 
may be exerciſed in a more advanced 
age, as a means of ſubſiſtence, and ſe- 
cure many a ſenſible and delicate mind 


from the keeneſt mortification.. 


I have ſo heated my imagination by 
a view of what may be done 1n future, 
for the meritorious part of my ſex, if 
good ſenſe and benevolence happen 
to ſuperintend their education, that I 


cannot deſcend to common ſubjects, 


B5 O, ye 
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O, ye mothers! improve the hum- 
ble hint! Te daughters! neglect not 
to cultivate the talents bountiful na- 
4 ture may have given you! Should 
no adverſe ſtar prevail, the pleaſures 
you will derive from the creative 
Al powers of the pencil, will amply re- 
1 pay the application you have given to 
the leſſons of the painter; and if it 
I. ſhould, you will exult in the poſſeſſion 
pdf thoſe elegant methods of ſupport, 
(| which are beyond the reach of fickle 
fortune, and will be your's ſo long as 
your reaſon remains unimpaired. I am, 


my dear girl's 
Moſt ſincere friend, &c. 
THEODOSIA. 


LETTER 
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LETTER II. 


1 Imagined the public prints would 
have prepared you to intereſt your- 
ſelf in the particulars I have col - 
lected. The man whoſe death is 
likely to be attended by extraordinary 
circumſtances, ever excites our curi- 
oſity reſpecting his life. I am there- 
fore happy that my endeavours to en- 
tertain you, meet with your approba- 
tion; and though I muſt lament fur 
the ſuffering family, will continue to 
paint their lives and errours in their 
juſt colourings. 1G &80. 1 


Whilſt the Miſſes Fenn were 
purſuing the track of ſucceſsful in- 
duſtry, their brother was indulging 
himſelf in all the little follies of the 
yup boy; but though he never be- 

B 6 trayed 


12 | 
trayed a criminal propenſity, there 
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was a viyacity in his compoſition 
which plainly indicated his diſreliſn of 
the dry ſtudy of figures and mechanick 


conformity. Several good- natured 


experiments were tried to win him to 
application, but proving ineffectual, 
it was determined he ſhould viſit the 
Weſt Indies, and ſtrike out a new 9170 


on ere e 25 


On board the ſhip in which. he 
ores for the iſland of Sr. Chriſto- 


pher, was a young gentlewoman, of 


good family, but ſmall fortune, a near 
relation indeed of one of the firſt men 
in office on the iſland, Perreau had 


much pleaſantry, a good perſon, and 
an inſinuating addreſs. The paſſage, 


from adverſe winds, was rather longer 


than uſual, and being much pleaſed 


with the lady, he contrived ſo well to 


improve the favourable impreſſions of 


4 a firſt 
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a firſt acquaintance, that in a ſhore 
time after their arrival, without con- 
ſulting any monitor but their own in- 
clinations, they were legally united, 
The credentials he produced, and the 
abilities he really poſſeſſed, ſoon re- 
commended him to favour, A little 
plantation was obtained by him; and 
ſuch are the advantages of induſtry 
on this part of the globe, that afflu- 
ence is the almoſt infallible conſe» 
quence. 


People who have a natural taſte for 
genteel living, find few inducements 
to correct it abroad, where every 
maſter of a plantation is a petty. mo- 
narch, and every white man-of good 
character nearly on a level. A vein 
of humour peculiar to himſelf ren- } 
dered Perreau a deſirable companion; 
and who does. not know that your 
bon companidns- are ſeldom cecono- 
milts? 
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miſts? But however he N in- 


dulge his wife or himſelf in the gaie- 


ties or the elegancies of exiſtence, he 


made it a rule to contract no debt he 


was unable to diſcharge, or, though 


he might not ſave, exceed his income; 


and who has a right to dictate to the 
man, who, however indiſcreet, is no 
man's enemy but his own? So far 
indeed, Mariamne, is the good-na- 
tured world from having an idea of 
ſuch a thing, that in ninety-nine in- 


ſtances out of a hundred, we hear no 


reflections caſt on the too ſpirited en- 
tertainments, or too liberal living of 


any one, until the hour is come when 


a change mult take place; then, in- 
deed, all around make ample atone- 
ments for their ſilence, and bearing 
teſtimony to their own diſcernment, 
prove that in the moment they were 


feaſting at their fallen friend's expence, 


they — his vanity, and con- 
demned 


MESS. PERREAU. tg 
demned his extravagance, though 
they did not diſdain to encourage him 
in both the one and the other, by 
their ſeemin E Were 


Their firſt for; a fine boy, was, ac- 


cording to the cuſtom of the iſland, 


ſent to England to be educated; hut 
the fleet with which he embarked, 
was diſperſed by a dreadful ſtorm only 
a few leagues off the harbour, and 
amongſt other capital misfortunes, 
the ſhip with this child of their af- 
fections, and ſeveral reſpectable fa- 
milies, went to the bottom. Ah! my 
dear girl, how myſterious are the ways 
of Providence! and how often in mer- 
cy, are we robbed of what we con- 
ceive to be our greateſt bleſſings! 


Perreau and his wife ſhed abun- 
dance of tears on this occaſion. What 


then would their affliction have been, 
if 
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if the brothers, who are now ſo un- 
happily ſituated, had ſhared the ſame 
fate? Yet what miſeries would they 
themſelves, as well as all who belong 
to them, ſiſters, wife, children, have 
eſcaped, if it had been the will of 
heaven to have ſnatched them from 
the evil to come! Time, however, 
which wears out the deepeſt impreſ- 
ſions, at length ſo far ſubdued their 
reſolves of never truſting a ſecond 
venture to the mercy of the winds 
and waves,, that their eldeſt daughter 
was conſigned to the care of an emi- 
nent merchant in the neighbourhood 
of Biſhopſgate-ſtreet, in order to re- 
ceive an-Engliſh education, and in due 
ſeaſon arrived at the deſtined port. 


Their family ſtill increaſing, for they 
had no leſs than twenty-two children, 
chriſtened and regiſtered in the pariſh 
church of K. Chriſtopher, their 
prudence 
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prudence began to whiſper the neceſ- 
fity of keeping them at home. Nay, 
ſo ſtrongly did parental affection by 
degrees operate on their hearts, that 


all unneceſſary expence was retrench- 


ed; and had not the death of Mr. 
Perreau ſuddenly obſcured their fair 
proſpects, they were in the actual train 


of making a fortune. A widow and 


a large family could not be ſupported, 


eſpecially abroad, without great ex- 


pence, and Mrs. Perreau's poſſeſſions 
did not exceed a few hundreds, Her 
own brothers and ſiſters in England, 
as allo the ſiſters of her huſband, made 
her the earlieſt offers of aſſiſtance, and 
ſeven of her eight children were diſ- 
patched according to the invitations 
they received, 


Mrs. Perreau did not long ſurvive 
the ſeparation from her children, but, 
as was generally believed, died a mar- 
| | tyr 
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tyr to her conjugal affection. But take 
notice, my dear, as in the inſtance of 


the amiable Marchioneſs of Taviſtock, 
| though the pen of ingenuity. never 
fails to be exerciſed in the expoſition 
| | of our frailties and follies, our virtues, 
oi together with the leſſons of example 
160 they contain, are permitted to die 
T's with us. The female who by the 
1 molt un womanly, the moſt cenſurable 


conduct, plants a dagger in her huſ-- 
band's heart, brings diſhonour on her 
children, and diſgrace on her ſex, is 
held forth in numberleſs lights to 
public obſervation; whilſt ſhe whoſe - 
life has been devoted to her family,. 
and whoſe death is the conſequence of 
loſing the man ſhe loves, is neither 
celebrated in the preſent inſtant, nor 
recorded for the admiration of future 
times. But let us be more juſt to each 
other, nor ſuffer a ſingle name to die, 
that deſerves to live, 


Mr. 
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Mr. B. an archdeacon at H—f—d, 
a brother of Mr. Perreau, took two of 
his nieces, with their little pittance, 
under his care. Lloyd, Eſq; 
near H—-r—f, who had married the 
ſiſter of his mother, undertook the 
| proviſion of Robert, one of the un- 
fortunate brothers in queſtion. A 
Mr. B. who was in trade in the coun- 
try, and younger brother to the arch- 
deacon, received Daniel, the other 
priſoner, as his own; and the two 
Miſſes Perreau had the generoſity to 
invite no leſs than three of their bro- 
ther's children to tak e up their reſts 
dence under their roof, 


Theſe dice had no ) conception they 
could perform a kinder part by their 
young female relations, than teaching 
them the methods themſelves had 
- purſued for Ry a fortune; one 
ſiſter 
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filter therefore beſtowed her profeſ- 
ſion of a milliner on the youngeſt of 
her two nieces, the other that of a man- 
tua- maker on the elder; and ſo well 
did the archdeacon approve of their 
proceedings, that as his church pre- 
ferments were his chief dependance, 
he begged they would extend the ſame 
judicious care to the little girls under 
his more immediate protection, while 
he made it his buſineſs to lay out the 
trifle Providence had given them on 
improveable intereſt, in order to be 
uſeful to them at a future day; a re- 
queſt which was chearfully complied 
with. The twin-brothers were educated 
agreeable to the different ſentiments 
of their patronizing friends. 


The trader's view roſe no higher 
for his nephew, than, after giving him 
the run of a country-ſchool, to enable 


him to read and write, to bind him ap- 
prentice 


MESS. PERREAU. 21 
prentice to a ribbon-weaver at Co- 
ventry, to the great diſpleaſure of his 
other relations. But the truth was, 
Mr. B. had a family of his own, and 
though he was willing to lend a help- 
ing hand towards relieving his ſiſter's 
difficulties, he did not find it conve- 
nient, nor in any degree conceive it 
neceſſary to make a fine gentleman of 
her ſon. Mr. L—d, though only 
uncle by marriage to Robert, was fo 
exceedingly fond of him, that as his 
circumſtances enabled him to keep a 
coach, it was hoped he would do very 
handſomely by him. But a little un- 
fortunately for Robert, another ne- 
phew of Mr. L- d, though brought 
up at a diſtance, and independently 
of the uncle, was a powerful rival. 
He was ſomewhat older, and knew 
much more of the world than Robert; 
and while the latter had little, beſides 
his * complying and grateful be- 
4 haviour, 
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haviour, to recommend him, his couſin 
had the addreſs to ſay, and do many 
little things which were acceptable. 
Mr. Lad, however, from the firſt 
adoption, as he called it, of Robert, 
intending him for ſome genteel pro- 
feſſion, was much more liberal than 
Mr. B. to Daniel, in the article of edu- 
cation; and having ſeen him attain 
the proper age, with all the caution 
of a parent, and the tenderneſs of ac- 
tual conſanguinity, placed him an ap- 
prentice to a Mr. T. an apothecary, 
near the Hay-Market. Such was the 
ſtrong reſemblance between the fea- 
tures, voice, &c. of the two brothers, 
that during their infancy they had 
frequently been whipped by their fa- 
ther for each other's faults. Daniel, 
however, had much the advantage; 
for as his brother's tranſgreſſions were 
unintentional, they could never be fla- 


Pane: whereas his lively enterpriſing 
| ſpirit 
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ſpirit was ever exerting itſelf in thoſe 
petty miſchiefs which are ſo delight- 
ful to hardy boys, and ſo highly of- 
fenſive to age and diſcretion. 


Their perſons, as well as their minds, 
were unaltered by time; for though 
their features impoſed upon many, 
their actions were never once miſtaken. 
Daniel had a very ſharp maſter; he 
was, therefore, tied down to ſtrict 
rules, both with reſpect to liberty and 
labour; but it was nevertheleſs ap- 
parent that induſtry was not his choice, 
or conformity the natural bent of his 
inclinations, 


Roberts ennie like his 
ſchool period, was one ſucceſſion of 
commendation: the orders he receiv- 
ed were executed with the utmoſt 
punctuality; the money he was en- 
truſted with, accounted for to its ut- 
termoſt 


RY MEMOIRS OF 
termoſt farthing ; the cuſtomers of his 
maſter treated with unremitted atten- 
tion, and the whole family attached to 
him by his very obliging behaviour. 
He made few or no acquaintance, be- 
ing ſenſible of the inconvenience and 
expence they muſt have been attend-- 
ed with: his leiſure hours were all 
ſpent at his aunt's; but he never ap- 
peared happier than when dufte in 
his profeſſion. | 


Thus ſober, diſcreet, and valuable, 
he met with many rewards from his 
uncle L—d, and continued to flatter 
himſelf, he ſhould have no inconſide- 
Table ſhare in his laſt remembrances. 
The eldeſt girl of the family, who re- 
mained at St, Kitt's with her mother, 
was ſo well eſteemed, that though de- 
prived of a parental roof, ſhe never 
experienced the neceſſity. of quitting 
the iſland of her nativity. Heraunts, 

| the 
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MESS. PERREAU. 25 
the Miſſes Perreau, had the generoſity 


to ſend her ſuch annual preſents, as 


gave conſequence to her appearance; 
and her other good friends ſupplied 
the reſt, until a Mr. J. a phyſician 
ſeeing and admiring her, ſhe, with the 
approbation of thoſe whom ſhe con- 
ceived herſelf bound to conſult, be- 
came his wife with very tolerable pro- 
ſpects of affluence, The ſmall legacy 
her mother left her, was expended on 

wedding clothes ; her relations made 
her their additional compliments, and 
Mr. J. profeſſed himſelf a very happy 
man. 


Theſe family anecdotes, foreign 
ſoever as they may ſeem, will, my 
dear, be found, in the courſe of this 
little hiſtory, capital, though melan- 
choly elucidations; for you will not 
only learn from them what this family 
Wally but what it might have been, and 
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what it is become; how wide the Ca- 


lamity of the twin brothers has ſpread 


affliction and diſgrace, and what num- 
bers of individuals were at the mercy 


of theſe few for happineſs or miſery. 
Robert was, indeed, the pride of every 
heart, the kind brother, the affectionate 
huſband, the tender father, How 
dreadfully fallen! From falſe and un- 
ſeaſonable hopes of aggrandizing theſe 
near and dear relations, he has pulled 
the moſt grievous of misfortunes on 
their heads, and opened the mouth of 
ſlander, as well as uplifted the arm 
of juſtice againſt himſelf : for all man- 
kind are apt to believe his principles 
could not have been originally very 
pure, which prove by the age of for- 
ty-four glaringly vicious; nor that 
he who can be diſhoneſt on great oc- 


caſions, could have poſſeſſed unim- 


peachable probity on ſmall ones. Yet 
is it from appearances alone that we 
can judge of the turn of mind; and 
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it would ſurely be as cruel to ſuſpect 
a worthy member of the community. 
of latent diſpoſitions for criminal ac- 
tions, as it would be abſurd to ſup- 
| poſe a murderer a man of humanity, 


You have no taſte for politicks, or 

1 would introduce an occaſional vari- 
ation, that you might in ſome degree 
Judge what a world I live in. The peo- 
ple who are moſt negligent in their 
own affairs, are moſt active in the na- 
tional; and, whoſoever is beſt read in 
the arts of the ſtate, is leaſt acquaint- 
ed with the occurrences -of his own 
family. In ſhort, my dear, a general 
infatuation ſeems to prevail ! The po- 
pulace are clamorous; the men in 
office daring; and decency of man- 
ners is quite turned out of doors. To 
drink, to dreſs, to play deep, to fight, 
to flatter, to betray, to ridicule, to op- 
preſs are the characteriſtic features of 
two thirds of the community. If this 
ͤ 8 be 
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be London, I can only fay with honeſt 
John Moody, heaven ſend me ſafe 
into the country again, into tha: cbun- 
try, where I have a little ſet of friends, 
who —But all explanations on that ſub- 
zect are unneceſſary; and 1 need only | 


add, that 
I am, &c. 


THEODOSIA. 


LETTER 


* 
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O v are exceedingly good in fa- 
vouring me, by almoſt every re- 


turning poſt, with accounts of your 


health, &c. &c. for if you, my Ma- 
riamne, are well, nothing can be ill 
in your friend's eſtimation ; and though 


I confeſs I have borrowed the language 


of Shakeſpeare, in order to ſpeak my 
regard; yet it is my opinion, that the 


_ glow of friendſhip is ſo little inferior 


to that of love, that it is poſſible for 
me to feel ſufficiently. tenderly for your 
welfare, to juſtify my expreſſing my- 
ſelf in the actual words of the gentle 
Romeo reſpecting his Juliet. Meaſure 


my mind by your own. however, and 


correct it if neceſſary. 


The fon who received his educa- 
tion at the Miſſes Perreaus expence, 
- Wo Was 


2. 
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was ſeveral years younger than his 
brothers, and had much the advantage 
of them in perſon and endowments : 
his aunts took a particular pride in cul- 
tivating his talents, and left it to his 
own choice what profeſſion they ſhould 
give him. As he did not perceive any 
avenue in life ſo open to fame and for- 
time as the ſea, he ſoon made his elec- 
tion, and applied himſelf to thoſe ſtu. 
dies that were the eſſential qualifica- 
tions of a ſailor : every one who knew 
him, foretold his good ſucceſs, for it 
was apparent he poſſeſſed a no leſs brave 
than a liberal heart, and would equa]- 
ly intitle himſelf to the favour of his 
ſuperiors and the rewards of vigilance 

and valour, Having fitted him up at 
no inconſiderable expence, he was, 
through the intereſt of the Miſſes 
Perreaus very many friends, received 
on board the on the moſt pro- 


miſing terms for future advancement. 
| On 
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On his return from his firſt voyage, 


his aunts had the pleaſure to hear the 
moſt ſingular encomiums on his con- 
duct. His principles were indeed no- 
ble, and his temper amiable. Though 


careſſed by the higheſt characters in 
the fleet, he was beloved by the low- 


eſt; for he was as conſiderate where. 


the convenience or happineſs of his 
inferiors could be promoted, as he was 
attentive to the wiſhes and obedient to 
the commands of thoſe who had claims 


to his reſpect. His brothers and ſiſters, 


as well as his aunts, were tremblingly 
alive to all the dangers of an engage- 
ment, yet as an engagement was the 
only means of improving their bro- 
ther's circumſtances or diſtinguiſhing 
his merit, they rejoiced in every infor- 
mation his letters communicated, for 
they at once ſpoke his nn and 
ſafety. 


C4 He 
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He venerated his aunts, and enter- 
ed into the maſt fraternal ſentiments; 
for his nearer relations; but he could 
not ſuppreſs a ſecret wiſh, that as their 
fortunes enabled them to bid adieu 
to the fatigues of buſineſs, it was. 
poſſible to ſtrike our a plan for ex- 
tricating his ſiſters from its incon- 
venience. They were not, he was 
ſenſible, ſufficiently handſome to hope 
for great things in the matrimonial 
way, and as to the more laſting ac- 
compliſhments, the accompliſhments 
of their minds, he was well aware 
they had little chance for anſwering 
the deſired purpaſe ; it was only. on 
an intimate acquaintance they could 
be properly known, whereas, attach- 
ments of the nature he wiſhed, were 
hit off at once or ſeldom formed at 
all. One or two actions, in which he 
had ſurpriſingly diſtinguiſhed himſelf, 
conſidering his extreme youth, having 
intitled 


RSS. PERRBAU. 3g; 


intitled him to upwards of a thouſand. 
pounds prize money, he was encou- 
raged to look forward with flattering 
expectations; and ſuch was the very 
uncommon progreſs he made in pro- 
motions, that before he was quite one 
and twenty, he was appointed a firſt. 

| lieutenant of ho. ing a Arey un. 
hips | 


| Home now.intheEaftIndies,onthat: 
expedition where the admirals Pocock: 
and Watſon fo bravely. exerted them-. 
ſelves. Several forts were attacked and: 
large captures made, with little or no- 

loſs to the Engliſh. But notwithſtand- 
ing this tide of ſucceſs, notwithſtand- | 
ing the high, raiſed. hopes his young 
heart was fraught with of reſtoring his 
family to its original proſperity, hea- 

ven had otherwiſe decreed. They 

were commanded to bombard a fort 

a the retaking of Calcutta. Sam Per- 
2 reaus. 
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reau, as uſual, was particularly active; 
all the neceſſary preparations were 
completed and the attack warmly be- 
gun. Admiral Watſon, captain 
Speake, and the captain's eldeſt fon, 
a boy of fifteen, the admiral's aid-de- 
camp, were on the quarter deck ; the 
lieutenants, &c. below. The fort 
made a vigorous reſiſtance, and eap- 
tain Speake receiving a diſabling 
wound in the thigh, Perreau was cal- 
led up to take the command of the 
ſhip. Maſter Speake, for whom he 
had a ſingular affection, had his leg 
ſhot off and Tell down at his MDT» 

feet. 85 | 


4 biin evnceivitg inſtant help could 
alone fave him, caught him up in his 
arms in order to convey him to the 
ſurgeon, The laſt fire was diſcharged, 
and the enemy ſtruck their flag and 
ſurrendered the fort; but that laſt 
i | fire 
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fire proved fatal to poor Perreau, One 
ſtep lower and the ball muſt have 
cleared him; but taking him in a leſs 
| fortunate ſituation, it carried off the 
top of his head, and it is unneceſſary 
to add he inſtantly expired, The 

young aid-de- camp was aſſiſted by one 
of the ſailors in this deplorable con- 

dition, and the ſhattered remains of 

bis leg underwent immediate amputa- | 
tion. He Jay, however, three weeks in 
great agonies, frequently wiſhing to 
follow his friend, who had in all pro- 
bability loſt his life on his account; 
though ardently thanking God, ſince 
he was to die for him, that his death 
was inſtantaneous and not lingering 
like what he experienced. Our young 
officer, however, was at length alſo 
releaſed from his extreme ſufferings, 
and buried in the fort. The engage- 


ment had indeed been ſo warm. that 


not an officer on the quarter deck, in- 
C6 cluding 
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cluding the admiral himſelf, eſcaped 
unwounded. The prize was a capital 
one, but Perreau's falling before the 
ſurrender of the fort, could give his 
executors no claim to a lhare in its 
diſtribution. With a precaution very 
unuſual for ſo young a man, he had, 
with his own hand, written his mill, 
the day preceding the attack : 
of his brother lieutenants were pity 
pointed truſtees for his apnts in caſe of 
an accident; but only one of them 
ſurvived to perform t Jt friendly of- 
fice. His little r this his 
_ laſt teſtament, were in the moſt affect- 
ing terms preſented to the Miſſes Per- 
reau, as the only acknowledgement 
in his power to make them, in return 
for all their generous attention to his 
welfare. Whatever he then had, he 
obſerved, originated from their kind 
care and ſupport, and it was but 
Juſt that whatever he left behind him, 
* mould 
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ſhould revert to its true owner 3; and 
he begged the affection they had bor'n 
him, might be ſuperadded to what his 
brothers and ſiſters had experienced: 
in a ward, my. dear Mariamne, for 
J will not enumerate the melancholy 
' particulars, he was buried with all 
martial diſtinct ions in the fort of Cak- 
cutta, and lamented by the whole 
fleet. Robert's grief (for he loved, 
he gloried in his brother the ſailor) 
was extravagant; he accuſed heaven 
of cruelty, and inſiſted upon it, that 
as Sam's life had not only been blame- 
leſs but alſo meritorious, his death 
was. a diſcouragement to virtue itſelf: 
the evil was however without remedy; 
and though his ſentiments: might re- 
main unchanged, he, in appearance, 
at length ceaſed to repine at the diſ- 
penſation of Providence. But with 
the nice, ſenſe of honour Sam was 
endusd wick, was it not a gracious, 
ad a 
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33 ME MOIRS OF 
a benign ſtroke, and might not Ro- 
bert have learned from the ſudden 
cutting off of ſo promiſing a youth, 
that this world's proſperity was not 
worth the price which multitudes pay 
for it? His brother had an aſpiring 
mind, but a ſtrict adherence to prin- 
ciple was the ground of his hope, 
and the reward of well doing the li-. 
mitation of his preſumption. He 
wiſhed his actions ſhould be public as 
the noon-· day ſun, excepting ſuch acts 
of humanity as are humiliating to the 
objects, and which can alone gratify 
generous ſenſibility when performed 
ſecretly: he never would have done 
evil that good might come of it, 
for his underſtanding taught him that 
no valuable effect could reſult from a 
diſhonourable cauſe: if his ſucceſſes 
had enabled him to live like a gentle- 
man, he would have abundantly enjoy- 
ed a genteel life; but if misfortunes * 
5 wid 
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had overclouded his fair proſpects, in- 
ſtead of indiſcreet methods, thoſe reſour- 


ces of the cowardly minded, he would 
have again expoſed his perſon in the 


ſervice of his king and country, and 
either nobly repaired or ſubmitted to 
his deſtiny. He is gone, however, 
my dear Mariamne; the everlaſting 
curtain dropped where he is concern- 
ed; for though the crimes of his bro- 
thers will be tranſmitted from genera- 
tion to generation, the very uncom- 
mon merits of his character will not 
ſurvive the few friends who wear their 
memory in their hearts.” The ſhock. 
of his death is ſuppoſed to have 
ſhortened the life of one of his aunts, 
as her health declined from that pe- 
riod, and though the Bath waters 


and whatever the ableſt phyſicians 


could preſcribe were tried for her re- 
lief, ſhe languiſhed ſomewhat about 
| | two 
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two years, and. then died ma te. 
1 * * ber n 


Adieu _ good girl! may. no ſuch 
tears be ſhed by us as bedew the 
grave of thoſe who are tenderly be- 
loved! at leaſt not till approaching: 
old age has whiſpered the neceſſity of 
retiring and making room for a ge- 
neration, with which, from the con- 
trariety of taſte and opinions, we can 
have no attachments; and till we 
prefer the aweful union of death with 
thoſe objects of our tendereſt affections 
1 whom alone we could wiſh to lives 
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CETTER TE 


roU accuſe me of being melancho- 
ly; alas! my dear Mariamne, are 
the miſeries of life or misfortunes of 
criminality fit ſubje&s for mirth ? 
can I relate what I know agonizes the 
hearts of many individuals in lively 
language, or tell the tale of domeſtic 
woe with a gazete de caur? No, I muſt 
either quit the taſt J have undertaken, 
or purſue it feelingly : I am as it were 
in the neighbourhood of the afflicted, 
and ſhall they be excluded from my 
neighbourly ſympathy! Forbid it hu- 
manity ! forbid it my amiable humane 
friend! for though I am certain you 
wiſh the cauſe removed, you would 
be ſhocked if the effect were to ceaſe, 
nor know your Theodoſia in the cha- 
racter of cruel inſenſibility. 
LY | Daniel 
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Daniel, who had conceived hopes 
of quitting the loom by his. brother 
Sam's intereſt, felt together with the 
pang of nature a ſevere pang of diſap- 
pointed ambition. He had long ſtood 
very fair, in his own opinion, for all that 
conſtitutes the clever fellow, and burnt - 
for an opportunity of figuring away in 
the metropolis, But all was now at 
an end,-and he was reduced to ply the 
loom, his deteſted occupation, with- 
out a ſingle ray or proſpect of deliver- 
ance. Coventry was not a place for a 
young man to ſhew himſelf in to ad- 
vantage; this young man nevertheleſs 
did his beſt, and the greateſt coxcomb 
in the world could do no more; in ſo 
much, that his maſter was alarmed 
for his ſober reputation, and hinted 
he ſhould be glad to have him re- 
moved. Mr. B. had by this time quite 
caſt him off, Diſſatisfied with what 
he had done, was indeed little en- 
courage- 
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couragement for him to perſiſt in do- 
ing: he however wrote to his aunts in 
London, and informed them how reſ- 
tive the gentleman was become, and 
a heavy lecture with a poſitive com- 
mand to remain at Coventry was the 
conſequence. The youthful heart is 
prone to pity and beat high with cre- 
dulity ; the brothers and ſiſters were 
therefore convinced of the hardſhip of 
Daniel's caſe, though his aunts ſet 
their faces againſt every ſuch idea: 
a correſpondence was kept up between 
them, and it was very plain from his 

epiſtles that he inherited his father's 
livelineſs, however he might degene- 
rate in point of principle. Having 
conformed himſelf for ſome time to the 
will of his aunts, and finding little 
probability of their becoming propi- 
tious to his, he began to conſider the 
good and evil conſequences of taking 
a French leave of Coventry, and of 
| throwing 
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throwing himſelf at their feet for per- 
don; if they were not inexorable, their 
diſpleaſure would have a determi- 
nation, and they might perhaps ſhape 
him a new courſe; if they were, Why 
he need then only, continue a weaver, 
Having thus reſolved the pros and 
cons, his hopes every day revived and 
his fears ſubſided, until working him- 

ſelf up to the neceſſary pitch he de- 
camped and fairly walker. it to Lon» 
don. 


1 finances were ſo ſlender, that 
notwithſtanding his oeconomical plan, 
they were wholly exhauſted at his depar- 
ture from Highgate; he neyerthe leſa 
hummed a tune during this down-hill 
walk, and by the clole of the evening 
reached the Oy city. 


A porter was diſpatched by him 
with a note to his brother, ſigni- 


fying 
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fying the circumſtances he was under; 
but profeſſing every induſtrious inten- 
tion to retrieve them. His aunts were 
not in town at this juncture, and his 
brothers and ſiſters, terrifted at the idea 
of a raw country lad being in ſo un- 
protected a ſituation, ventured to ſend 
for him home and wait their aunts 
pleaſure for the reſt. 


There are many people who take 
every method to prevent a diſagreeable 
ſtep, but when the ſtep is once taken, 
have the viſdom to make the beſt of 
it; of this caſt were the Miſſes Per- 
reau: there was no returning from 
whence he came, ſo that they could 
ſee nothing better for them to reſolve 
upon, than to encourage him to be- 
have prudently in London. Daniel, 
therefore, had not only permiſſion to 
remain at their houſe, but alſo directi- 
_ at their expence, to bruſh up his 

appearance 


— 
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appearance as much as poſſible, that 
they might not be aſhamed of preſent- 
ing him to their city acquaintance. 
Theſe agreeable orders were moſt joy- 
fully complied with, and he ſoon began 
to feel himſelf much at eaſe in his new 
ſituation. But idleneſs was a thing of 
all others his aunts held in the greateſt 
abhorrence, and they ſoon gave him 
to underſtand, that there was no way 
to their future favour and good opi- 
nion, but by applying to trade and 
toiling for independence. He was 
much too wiſe to betray his diſreliſh 

of this tart remonſtrance, and obtain- 
ed ſo entire a conqueſt of himſelf, in 
order, if poſſible, to conquer in his 
turn, that-he not only conſented to 
reſume the labours of the loom, but 
beſought them alſo: to point out 
to him the path mens wiſhed him to 
purſue. 14-49 4 
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This was no ſooner ſaid than done. 
A place was obtained for him in 
the neighbourhood of Whitechapel, 
where he once a week found himſelf 
' compelled to beat the round of his 
maſter's cuſtomers, with à bag full of 
ſamples under his arm. He was ac- 
cuſtomed, however, to unbend at his 
aunts after every ſuch day's mortifica- 
tion and fatigue, when his fardel of 
ribbons ends were indignantly caſt 
down; but only, alas! to be picked 
up again at his departure. When he 
imagined it ſafe to feel for ground, he 
dropped many hints of the ſhoes and 
ſtockings he wore out in theſe his una- 
voidable perambulations; how low- 
bred the family, how ſmall his profits, 
with other et cetera's out of number. 
All was fileat diſregard, and Daniel 
was obliged to make a further virtue 
of neceſſity. But when he was now in 
the laſt deſpair, and labouring hard to 
bring 
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bring his mind to bid a final adieu to 
every hope of moving in a higher 
ſphere, his aunts began to think it not 
at all improbable that he might riſe to 
tolerable conſequence if he was to 
quit England. They communicated 
their idea firſt to his ſiſters : his heart 
danced at the ſound, and he profeſſed. 


| himſelf ready to make a pilgrimage to 


do them honour, or promore their ſa- 
tisfaction. 


Proper notice was immediately given 
the maſter of his intended departure, 
and a room fitted up for him in his 
aunts family until he ſhould have ob- 
tained the neceſſary qualifications for 
a compting-houſe. Having proceeded 
thus far, their next care was to enquire 
for a ſuitable place to his preſent reſi- 


dence, for learning merchants ac- 
compts, &c. when they were adviſed 
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to ſend him to an academy near the 


Hay- market. 


Only think how delightful the 


change muſt be to this young man's 
imagination! To day only an hum- 


ble journeyman weaver, the enſuing 


one the pupil of an academician. He 
had however his ſecret reſolution not 
to confine his ſtudies merely to figures, 
but to take in all the other deſirable 
accompliſhments which had hitherto 
been denied him. 


Having brought him to this point 


of honour and ambition, I muſt now 
leave him for a ſhort period, and ad- 
vert to ſome circumſtances ſo collate- 
rally, if not immediately, connected 
with this hiſtory, that they neither 
can nor ought to be omitted. 


I hope 
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* I hope, my dear, you will not fail 
to read and comment with your uſual 
judgement and diſcretion; for you 
mult acknowledge, that the moral of 
my tale, though no leflon of inſtruc- 
tion for you, contains the moſt eſſential 
and ſtriking of leſſons for the genera- 
lity of young minds. Your happy 
roof 1s indeed too low for that giant 
ambition ever to gain entrance; but 
ambition and diſſipation are the fatal 
and almoſt univerſal meteors the croud 
purſue ; for notwithſtanding the poet 
has left it on record that 


Honour and ſhame from no condition 
riſe,” 

But to“ act well your 1 there all the 
honour lies, 


the whole conteſt at laſt is, who ſhall 
out- run the other in the violation of 
all thoſe laws of common ſenſe and ſo- 

* ciety, 
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ciety, which, like the laws of the 


Medes and Perſians, vary not? For 
though illicit meaſures may for a time 


ſucceed, either the ſcorpion ſting of 
conſcience, as in the inſtance of a hs 
deceaſed n n, or the iron hand 
of juſtice, as in the inſtance before us, 


checks their flattering career, and 


we fall unpitied, though we have 


lived beloved. Yes, N affirm it, 


Mariamne, the mockery of virtue 
when once detected, never fails to pro- 
duce its natural effect. In other 


words, when it is diſcovered that the 


object of our eſteem has been only 
practiſing upon our credulity, we 
ſhudder, we retreat, we bluſh, and we 
condemn; and it is right it ſhould be 
ſo, that the diſtinguiſhing line may be 
preſerved betwixt the misfortunes and 
the faults, the errors and the crimes, 


of the individual. A different conduct 


to this would be abſurd as well as 
D 2 dangerous. 
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dangerous. We would not ſurely le- 


vel the unhappy with the culpable, or 
| becauſe our humanity may be proper- 
ly exerciſed towards even criminals, 
admit them to that ſhare in our gene- 
rous compaſſion, the unfortunate, if 
blameleſs, are intitled to, and. from 
which, without a reproach to our na- 
ture, we cannot exclude them. O, 
my dear girl! that ſuch fair examples 
for your own ſex, as my much beloved 
Mariamne, ſhould live in vain, and 
your godlike brother remain the 
phoenix of his day! 


1 am, &c. &c. 


THEODOSIA, 


LET. 
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LETTER 


8 you expreſs a deſire that 1 
ſhould have the gratification of 
your curioſity alone at heart, in the 
proſecution of this little family hiſto- 
Ty, I will not ſo much as preſent you 
with a ſingle How do ye? but fall 
immediately | into the narrative. 
Next door to Mr. Perreau the fa- 
ther, at St. Kit's, lived a Mr. 7T——3, 
a clergyman, who had two daughters, 
the eldeſt born a few years before the 
twin- brothers, the youngeſt ſome few 
years after. The friendſhip of the 
fathers and mothers was naturally ex- 
tended to the children, nay, being 
brought up in ſuch cloſe connection 
and unity, they ſeemed to conſtitute 
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only one and the ſame family, Mr. 
T——s was ſo well acquainted with 
the Miſſes Perreau by fame, for they 
were employed and reſpeCted by the 
chief families on the iſland, that even 
after the death of his friend, he deter- 
mined to conſign his two daughters to 
their care, during that period of in- 
ſtruction, which he conceived it ne- 
ceſſary they ſhould paſs in England. 
The Miſs T—-—s were naturally of 
complying diſpoſitions, and as all their 
ſchool intervals were ſpent with the 
Miſſes Perreau and their nieces, they 
became no leſs ſingularly attached to 
the one than the other, Their mo- 
ther had died in childbed of the 
youngeſt girl; they had no induce- 
ment therefore to return to St. Kit's, 
except that of returning to a kind 
father. But that call of nature ceaſing 
before the expiration of the eldeſt 


daughter's ſchooling, it was the death- 
bed 
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bed requeſt of their father, as well as 
their own private inclination, to con- 
tinue under the ſame protection. 


Their fortune was too ſmall to ena- 
ble them to do more than live in a 
genteel, but very private manner. 
Miſs T——s exchanged her boarding- 
ſchool for the Miſſes Perreau's family; 
their acquaintance was her only ac- 
quaintance, and their advice her rule 
of conduct. But fame, which mag- 
nifies and diminiſhes at will, had in- 
ſtead of fifreen or eighteen hundred 
pounds each, which was in reality 
their little all, given them fifteen 
thouſand, A Mr, W there- 
fore, a diſtant relation, and a Welch 
adventurer, (for their father was ori- 
ginally of Wales) reſolved, by flattery 
or violence, to obtain one of them for 
his wife. For this declared purpoſe 
{though they received no ſuch friendly 

LO intimation 
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intimation from any one) did he repair 
to London, and under the ſanction of 
1 conſanguinity, had frequent, though 
never private, acceſs to the young 
lady. Miſs T——s was juſt now 
turned of ſeventeen, unknowing in 
the ways of life, and innocent of all 
thoſe boarding-ſchool arts, which fo 
— many girls, though younger than her- 
ſelf, are charged with; but the truth 
was, the governeſs, whoſe documents 
the had received, was by birth a gentle- 
woman, and by principle, a woman of 
honour. Her huſband, who was a cler- 
gyman, had left her (from a taſte for 
company, &c.) in very indigent cir- 
cumſtances; her friends, ſenſible of 
| her capacity for educating the firſt 
children in the kingdom, perſuaded 
her to adopt that mode of employ- 
ment, but contrary to the general 
ideas of governeſſes, ſhe conceived it 


her duty at all times herſelf to ſuper- 
intend 


— 
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intend her young pupils, noi 't 1 
their heads or hearts to- — | 


and falſe impreſſions teachers ATE ſo 


notorious for communicgring. us 
under her immediate &e*they Had no 


opportunities of forming Ikflernotiöns 


on any ſubject, than fhe* "wiſhed them 
to entertain. Moral, elegant, Hbely- 
and prudent, ſhe won themꝰtö àdmffe 
what ſhe meant they ſhould approve; 


and was at once theif friend, their 


model, and inſtructreſs. M8 


perceived a modeſty, or, as he called 


it, a ſhyneſs, in Miſs T——=--s, 
in n6-degree favourable to his ſchemes; 
He was not however to be diſcou- 
raged; and having, as he flattered him- 
ſelf, gained footing as an acquaint» 
ance, was motcbing for the lucky 
moment to begin his tender overtures: 
he ogled, he Behed; he practiſed- all 
thoſe ſtudied CI which ve never 
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thought of, and deſign alone is . 
ble of adopting, 


Miſs T——s was of all young la- 
dies the leaſt qualified to underſtand 
him; ſo that, my dear Mariamne, you 
ſee what from being conducted erro- 
neouſly, is a national evil, might, un- 
der proper regulations, be found a 
national good. No French fugitives 
to poiſon the morals; no bad authors 
to corrupt the taſte; no ill examples 
to miſlead the judgment. Without 
theſe a boarding-ſchool girl would be 
as amiable and innocent as if ſhe had 
never quitted the maternal roof, be- 
ſides deriving advantages from her 
ſituation, the maternal roof might 
not have the power to give. 


The Miſſes Perreau, fearful Jeſt 
W. s (though he covered his 


deſigns rather by ill breeding than aſſi- 
duity 
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duity towards his couſin when they 
were preſent) ſhould fancy he liked 
her, adviſed her, in order the more 
effectually to ſecure him from ſuch 


folly, as he himſelf had no viſible. 
means of ſubſiſtence, to inform him 


truly what her fortune was, for he had 
dropped hints of a report, that Mr. 
| T——s$ had died a rich man. He 


ſmiled rather ſcornfully at the intelli- 


gence, from being wholly incredulous, 
and piqued himſelf not a little in his 
private . hours, on his wiſdom in be- 
ing able to account for this conduct. 


The buſineſs of a mantua- maker and 


milliner, from the too general 


character of their followers, was not 


the moſt reputable ſituation; and as 
his relations were very young, it was 
not a ſtrained conjecture in his opi- 
nion, that a couple of artful women 


ſhould endeavour to retain the ma- 


nagement of their money or the diſ- 
D 6 pPoſition 
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poſition of their perſons, more eſpe- 
cially as they had nephews growing 


up to ſolicit their hands. A friend of 
| his, one Jenkins, who had a ſmall ap- 


Pvintment in the artillery; was entirely 


of his ſentiments, and they ſettled it, 
that the An "ſhould-be Er N from | 


their Eripe. ': 4g EF 

© Having i met r wich woch in oreli. in 
bis amorous grimaces, he was reſolved 
ia letter ſhould: ſpeak: his paſſion in too 


1 


explicit terms to be longer ia ſecret 
Miſs T — Was aſtoniſhed, and the 


[Miſſes Perreau:laughed at the abſurd, 


the elaborate epiſtle, and to the abuny 


:dant-mortification: of the writer, ſilent 
*eomempt ande a remarkable cool re- 
eeption was the only return it obtained. 
-Pzqued and offended, he had recourſe 
a fecond time to: his caunfellor, Mr. 
en Who wenn to hope, 
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in ſpite of probability, that all would 


yet go well. 


The youngeſt Miſs T——s, at this 
juncture only eleven years old, was at 
the ſchool I have already mentioned 
in Hertfordſhire; but though the 
Miſſes Perreau could have little idea 
of his forming marriageable deſigns 
on an infant, they had the precaution, 
aut of mere diſlike to the man, to 
ſend directions to the miſtreſs. not to 
permit her to go from home with him, 


if he ſhould: happen to requeſt ſuch a 


favour; The event would almoſt 


tempt one to. believe in the Rill voice 


of Providence, for the very, ſucceedin 
day to the governeſs, s receipt of che 


; Judicious orders, did W. 
a journey to the village for he aQual 
Purpoſe, as he afterwards de of 
running away with his young Touſin 


$33938 274 


s make ; 


Diſappointed 


62 MEMOIRS OP 
Diſappointed in this attempt alſo, 


he returned to town, and with reſolu- 


tions of he knew not what, but 
ſomething bold and daring, as occa- 


ſion might offer, he renewed his vi- 


ſits at the Miſſes Perreaus. Theſe 
ladies. would have forbad him the 
houſe, but as the Miſs T——s had re- 
lations in Wales, though it was their 
choice to reſide with theſe friends, 
they could not tell how their beha- 
viour might be repreſented in deny- 
ing W - s acceſs to a coulin, as 
they had no poſitive ground of com- 


plaint againſt him; and as ſhe was 


never alone in all his repeated viſita- 
tions, it was impoſſible for him to 


touch on the ſubject he affected to 


have at heart, and of which his well- 
known circumſtances forbad their ap- 


proving. 


Wearied 
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Wearied out at length with this 
unprofitable dangling, or perhaps re- 
ceiving a preſſing hint from his 
finances, of the neceſſity for diſpatch, 


the evening before the Duke of Cum 


berland's birth day, in the year 1748, 
he viſited the Miſſes Perreau with a 
love epiſtle in his pocket, which at all 
events, and at all hazards, he reſolved 
ſhould be ſelf delivered; accordingly, 
as there was a family from the city in 
the parlour, he conceived he had only 
to retire to draw Miſs T——s, for 
common form ſake, to the ſtreet 
door, a ſtratagem which would not 
however have ſucceeded, if the young 
lady had not received a nod from one 
of her friends to pay him that atten- 
tion. As ſhe opened the door he 
preſented the letter, when not being 
at a loſs to gueſs the ſubject, ſhe threw 
it out after him, an indignity which 

in 
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in picking it up he vowed ſhould be 
amply revenged. She reported his 
threats, and the occaſion that gave riſe 
to them, which only excited the 
Miſſes Perreaus mirth, as they con- 
cluded they ſhould now get clear of 
him. 


But W s and his friend 
Jenkins had ile determined, 
and having adjourned t to an alchoiiſe 
in the neighbourhood, and laid their 
heads together, they ſeparated, in or- 
der the better to proſecute their newly- 
concerted” meaſures. Jenkins having 
founded, inſtructed, and provided 
two aſſiſtants, had performed. his part, 
and W— 
the reſt. 1 man in James. ſtfeet, 
Covent- Garden, was applied to, and 
told the following tale to engage him 
to help him to half 4 dozen ſtout fel- 


lows to begin the attack: : He had 
& married 


8 ſallied forth to effect 5 
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<« married a young thing, a Weſt 


„Indian, who, allured by a couple 


e of artful women, a mantua-maker 
and a milliner, into their houſe, was 
locked up from him, and with-held 


ce from following her own inclinations; 
that nothing more was neceſſary for 


© her recovery, than gaining entrance 
e into the houſe, for that the moment 


<« ſhe ſaw him, ſhe would fly into his 


« arms.” The man, who happened 


to be honeſt, obſerved to him, that his 


wiſeſt method would be to apply to a 


magiſtrate, for no one whatever could 


forcibly or otherwiſe detain the wife 


of any perſon living. He had never- 


theleſs the artifice and addreſs to re- 
concile him to his proceedings, by 
aſſurances that he meant no harm, 
but avoided making the matter too 
public, out of tenderneſs to the repu- 
tation of his dear wife. His ſpecious 
_ converſation and liberal behaviour was 
ſo 
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ſo much admired by the man, that he 
permitted him to fix the rendezvous 
tor himſelf and myrmidons, where and 


at what hour he pleaſed, the enſuing 


evening. About fix o'clock (as the 
fifteenth of April was then a mobbing 
night, though ſince diſregarded by 
all ranks of people) the Miſſes Per- 
reaus parlour windows (for they 


kept no public ſhop) were ſhut, and 


Miſs T——s, who juſt walked to the 
door to look at the preparations all 
around for illuminating, perceived 
W s at a diſtance, as if paſſing 


through the ſtreet, but ſo little was 


ſne appriſed of his generous labours for 
her deliverance, or prepared for an 
elopement, that ſhe was fat down, en 
deſpabille, in one of the Miſſes Per- 
reaus apartments reading a volume of 


Pope. 


A loud 
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A loud rap at the door ſomewhat 
ſurpriſed the family, which was in- 
ſtantly ſucceeded by a ſecond equally 
violent, and on its being opened, the 


cry of murder was diſtinctly heard. — 
The eldeſt of the Miſſes Perreau, 


who occupied the upper part of the 


houſe, came down ſtairs, attended by 
her friend Miſs T—s, but moſt for- 


tunately recollecting no one had alarm- 


ed the. neighbours by means of the 


windows to bring them to their aſſiſt- 


ance, the young lady ran back into the 
room, and throwing up the ſaſh, called 


Murder, help,“ two or three times. 
WS had by this time announced his 
buſineſs; he wanted Miſs T'—s his 
wife, and burſting open the parlour 


door which one of the Miſſes Perreaus 


nieces had locked for their ſecurity 


(though ſhe had not the leaſt idea of 


the nature of the danger) without ſuc- 


cels, 
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ceſs, he was for making up ſtairs in 
queſt of her. One of the fellows ho- 
ping to intitle himſelf io a particular 
reward, ſeeing a young well dreſſed 
woman, ſeiſed her, and was for drag- 
ging her into a coach, which was 
drawn up to the door; but W—s 
turning about ſoon perceived ſhe was 
one of the nieces, and bid him let 
her go. Miſs Perreau, the mantua- | 
maker, who was a fine tall woman, 
was ſo ſhocked at the violence poor 
Miſs T—s was threatened with, that 
ſhe loſt all ſelf-concern, and had the 
courage to collar W—s, and inſiſt up- 
on his quitting the houſe, With the 
bittereſt imprecations, he proteſted he 
would fell her to the ground, as he had 
done the ſervant who opened the door, 
if ſhe did not unhand him, The peo- 
ple about and within the door cauti- 
oned him not to ſtrike her; but tho”. 
no one was active in aſſiſting him, 

ey 
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they were all paſſive where her aſſiſt- 
ance was the queſtion; at length, how- 
ever, either by force, ſurpriſe, or both, 
ſhe got him on the ſtep of the door, 

and haſtily ſhut it faſt againſt him. 


Her next care was to convey Miſs 
T—s, by means of the back parlour 
window, which happily had a com- 


munication with a yard belonging to 4q 

an adjoining houſe, ſafely out of her - 
. it, 

tamily ; for as W—s had awed the l 


ſpectators into inactivity by the name 
of wife, ſhe was fearful he might re- 
turn with proper authority, under the 
ſame falſe pretences, and drag her 
away, Ir was near three o'clock in 
the morning before the mob difper- 
ſed, for as W—s wiſhed and intended, 
the riot was no ſooner begun by his 
hired ruffians, than all the idlers of that 

holiday- night increaſed his ſtrength, 
at leaſt in appearance, and were won 

| —_ 


70 MEMOIRS OF 
to his intereſt by the infamous cha- 
rafter he gave the Miſſes Perreau, 
and the account of his captive wife. 
Jenkins, his ſworn- brother and com- 
panion in this precious exploit, had 
provided the coach in which he ſat 
with the door open, in order to give 
the lady the neceſſary reception. The 
coachman, according to the inſtruc- 
tions he had received, affirmed he had 
driven them to the Fleet, and waited 
for them while they were married, 
while Jenkins ſhook his head and ex- 
claimed againſt the wicked women, 
who, for their own private ends, at- 
_ tempted to part man and wife. Early 
the next morning an eminent attorney 
was viſited by the Miſſes Perreau, 
who on a repreſentation of the caſe 
was much inclined to think unfavour- 
ably of the young lady. No man alive 
it was his opinion could dare to ſuch 
exceſs without ſome foundation, and 
though 
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though ſhe might not be really mar- 
ried to him, letters muſt have paſſed 
between them, that amounted to a 
promiſe of marriage, as the Miſſes Per- 
reau would certainly find when the 
affair came to be legally canvaſſed: 


theſe ladies, however, well knowing 


the diſpoſition, and having never lolt 
ſight of Miſs T---s* conduct, conti- 
nued nevertheleſs to believe her decla- 
rations, and a warrant was obtained to 
apprehend W for the aſſault. 
Six months elapſed before the caſe 
could he brought to a judicial hearing, 
during which time Miſs T---$s was ſe- 
creted at the houſe of one or other of 
the Miſſes Perreau's friends, to preſerve 
her from further attempts. The day 
of tryal arrived; the attorney judgedit 
neceſlary for two of the Miſſes Perreaus 
nieces to be dreſſed as much like 
Miſs T—s as poſſible, and attend her 
in the court, where her preſence was 
= indiſ- 
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indiſpenſable, as ſhe was a capital wit- 
neſs reſpecting the riot, The court 


was uncommonly crouded on the oc- 


caſion, no leſs from motives of curio- 
ſity, than friendſhip, and the young 


lady was ready to expire with appre- 


henſion, leſt her innocence ſhould be 


overmatched by this daring fellow's 


villainy, for he had boaſted he ſhould 
produce ſufficient evidences to juſtify 


the ſteps he had taken, The counſel 


very judiciouſly began with ſetting forth 
the riot, and the man in James Street 
appearing, and giving an honeſt teſti- 
mony of W 's application for half 
a dozen Hoot fellows, the advice 


he had given him to get a magiſtrate's 


authority, and the guinea he had re- 
ceived for the ſervice he was perfuaded 


to render him, ſoon put the matter 
beyond a doubt. Numbers of capi- 


tal people in the city alſo appeared in 
behalf of the Miſſes Perreaus cha- 
racters, 
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racters, and confirmed what they depo- 
ſed upon oath, that it was by the dying 


as well as the living requeſt of Mr. 


J- s that his daughters were the ob- 


jects of their care and protection, and 


the affair of the marriage was ſo far 


invalidated in every one's conception, 


by the preceding circumſtances, that 
the court rather examined the witneſ- 
ſes for amuſement reſpecting that mat- 


ter than information. The coachman, 
however, depoſed he had carried Mr. 


Wes and the young lady to the Fleet, 
as he was told by the former, and ve- 
rily believed to be true, for the purpoſe 
of marrying the latter. A cobler (as 


he afterwards proved to be) in tattered 


canonicals, ſwore he, had performed 
the ceremony, Being aſked if he ſhould 
know the lady again, and moſt readily 


replying in the affirmative, he was bid 


to look round and point her out, for 
that ſhe was actually in court. He 
„ then 
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that ſhe would fly to him, and pub- 


j4 MEMOIRS OF 
then ſaid he did not know her, not 


ſhort, on which he was ludicrouſly 
adviſed by one of her counſel to fay 
middling, as a nice point between the 
two extremes. In a word the fraud 
was ſo palpable and the teſtimony of 
W—s8'sevidences ſo truly ridiculous, as 
a clear alibi waseſtabliſhedagainſt every 
one of their aſſertions, that Ws 


and the wretched prieſt falling into the 
hands of the mob was ſo unmercifully 
ducked, that it was feared to have 
ſhortened his days, tor he did not long 
Jurvive i it. 


W--—s had carried the farce fuch 
lengths that on his firſt coming into 


court, and ſeeing Miſs T—s, he had 
the impudence to nod his head in a 
friendly and familiar manner; but a 
though he had aſſured his counſel ? 


lickly 
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lickly' renqunce his enemies; he (as 
they obſerved to him) met only with 


averted looks and viſible terror; one 


of them threw up his brief before the 


cauſe was half finiſhed, and the other 
was fo much aſhamed of his attempts 
to browbeat the plaintiff's witneſſes, 


that he made a polite apology to the- 
party offended the very next day. A 


perpetual warrant was then granted 


Mis T——s for Ws appre- 


henſion, wherever or whenever found. 


The expences of the ſuit however, 


though ſhe was victorious, leſſened: 


her little fortune at leaſt two hundred 
pounds; but the deliverance was ſa 
great, and her eſcape ſo happy, that 
ſhe never could conceive the money 
miſpent, and was content to regulate 
her life accordingly. W——s took 


care never more to be rroublefome, 
and having ſome friends in Wales, 


and being moreover a man of educa- 
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tion, he had intereſt enough to get 
himſelf ordained, after which he em- 
barked for the purpoſe of exerciſing 
his holy function in Jamaica: but qua- 
lified as he was by nature to play the 
Feſuit, and active as there could be 
little doubt he would have proved 
himſelf in the cauſe of vice, he was 
cut off in the midſt of his favourite 
ſchemes, by the ſhip's being deſtroyed 
in a ſtorm off the Madeiras and all 
on board periſhed. But leſt this re- 
port, well ſoever as it might be at- 
teſted, ſhould bea falſe repreſentation 
of the fact, the perpetual warrant was 
carefully preſerved by Miſs T—s as 
the ſhield of juſtice to defend her 
from future annoyance. _ . 


Gratitude, cuſtom, their father's 
election, &c. now attached them fo 
cloſely to the Perreau family, that it 
ſeemed as if nothing but death could 

4 ſeparate 


— 


MESS. PER REA. 77 
ſeparate them. I ſhall only add, that 
this daring outrage, together with a 
ſomewhat fimilarattempton the daugh- 
ter of a certain great lawyer, ſuggeſt- 


ed the firſt idea to the legiſlature of 


the marriage act; which, though well 
intended, is ſaid to have produced 
many ill effects in this land. 


You aſk me after balls and maſque- 
rades. Ah my dear girl! not the 
juice of hemlock is more baneful to 
the health, than theſe amuſements, 
when made the buſineſs of our lives, 


are to the morals. Your curioſity will 


nevertheleſs be in ſome degree grati- 
fied in the courſe of this hiſtory ; 
but you muſt be content to receive 
every deſcription in its due time and 
place. 

| from your's, &c. &c, 


' THEODOSIA. 
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„ LETTER TL 


A che academy where Daniel 
4 Perreau was receiving his gent le- 


lovely boy, of about five years old, 


the ſon of a late deceaſed Lord, and 


a now poverty-ftricken Lady. Miſs 
la R—he, ſtill in the high-day of her 
blood and the meridian of her extrava- 
gance, was accuſtomed to make fre- 
quent viſits at a Mr. W. 's, under pre- 
tence of obſerving the progreſs her 
fon made in his learning and of ſu- 
perintending his health, In one of 
theſe viſitations, ſhe happened to ſee 
Daniel, and as baſhfulneſs was not his 
vice, or delicacy hers, an acquaintance 
was almoſt the immediate reſult of this 
caſual interview, The academician had 


all the diſpoſitions that could be wiſh- 
"ef; 


manly radiments, was ſituated a little 


a. 
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ed; but as nothing but a know- 
ledge of the world and keeping good 
company, marks the born from the 
would-be gentleman, Miſs La R—he 
undertook to new model him in thoſe 
reſpects, wherein his deficiencies were 
apparent; and as the young man was 
docile, ſhe did not deſpair of his doing 
| honour to his fair inſtructreſs. The 

firſt ſtep was to exchange his humble 
hair-drefſer, for un monſieur of emi- 
nence; his tailor, though unpaid 
for a new ſuit he privately beſpoke 
on this elegant connexion, was dil- 
carded to make room for the tailor of 
Sir F—$s B--k—e Dl, with 
very many other * W 
regulations. 


But though it was im poſſible with- 
out flattery to pronounce Mr. Perreau 
a beau gargon, he was allowed, even 
during his noviciate, to poſſeſs very 
K 4 improve. 
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improvable talents, nor was he gla- 
ringly deficient in the little eſſentials 
of conducting a lady to and from her 
carriage, &c. Having by the dint of 
perſeverance and application arrived to 
very tolerable perfection in all the gal- 
lantries of a ſmart fellow, he was per- 
mitted to eſcort the lady to the opera, 
ridotto, and maſquerade. 


Theſe were new and delightful 
ſcenes, and Daniel began to conceive 
himſelf at the ſummit of human feli- 
city; when a gentleman, from being 
ſtruck with the reſemblance between 
him and his brother, notwithſtanding 
their different mode of dreſs, was cu- 
rious enough to enquire his name. 
On finding he had not been miſtaken, 
and ſuſpecting how matters were from 
the celebrated character of the lady, he 
g00d-naturedly mentioned the circum; 
{tance to Robert, who attended his 
family, 
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family, and was aſtoniſhed, nay ſcar- 
ed at the intelligence. Daniel would 
have denied the charge, when his 
brother took occaſion to bring it a- 
gainſt him: but the truths were too 


authentic to be invalidated, and he 


promiſed faithfully, provided Robert 
would not betray him to his aunts, he 
never would take ſuch a ſtep again, 


Robert hoped, and therefore be- 
lieved he would keep his word. But 
_ what is reſolution in the hour of temp- 
tation? Miſs laR—he rallied and ri- 

diculed him fo agreeably, that, like a 
ſecond Antony, he was all for love; 


and exhibited his perſon, as uſual, at 


polite places of public entertainment, 
When people of faſhion herd with 
ſharpers, it 1s not from 1gnorance, 
but private views of profit or plea- 
ſure , for people of faſhion have an in- 
alle key to who and whois together, 
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and. can trace the character they wiſh 
to detect, through a thouſand in- 
tricacies and doublingss. 


.Convinced therefore, that Daniel 
was the convenient of Miſs la R—he, 
he was ſmoked by all her ſtring of 
acquaintance ; and at length his aunts 
had the unſpeakable ſatisfaction to 
hear with what eclat he came abroad 
whilſt they believed him intenſely en- 
gaged in the ſtudy of os ſhil- 
lings, and pence. 


a The: deception, for he affected to 
be the moſt demure young fellow 
imaginable whenever they were preſent, 
lat to the full as uneaſy on their minds 
as the impropriety of his conduct; 
but they diſdained to capitulate, for 
as he had continued his practices ſo 
dextrouſly for ſome months, they 
Were perſuaded that chidings and fair 
| | promil- 
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promiſes, relapſes and aſſumed pe- 
nitence, were very abſurd things, and 
he received poſitive orders to return. 
to his old apartment in the houſe of 
his aunts there, under their imme- 
diate eye, to proſecute his accompts, 
till qualified to embark for the Weſt 
Indies. Theſe were very hard lines; 
but there was no avoiding them. His 
finery was buried deep in an old cham- 
ber cheſt, and his head bade adieu to 
ny elegant torture. | 


Miſs T—s, ies life, as T Tory 
already obſerved, had been a retired 
one, from daily beholding his cha- 
grin and conſtrained application to his 
pen, could not forbear pitying him; 
and pity, ſay the wiſe or the witty 
ones, for I do not juſt at this moment 
re collect which, is nearly a kin to love. 


%%  - 
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But whatever partiality ſhe might 
be inclined to entertain for him, it 
was ſo tempered with diſcretion, as to 
obviate every idea of her being the 
lively companion he had found Miſs 
la R—he; and the ſmallnefs of her 
fortune preventing his thinking it 
worth his while to effect an honour- 
able attachment, her WE eſcaped 
a ſecond ſhipwreck. 


In the cn Mon, Miſs la R—he, 
who was accuſtomed to change her 

lovers with the ſame eaſe as ſhe chang- 
ed her clothes, ſoon forgot ſhe had 
ever been acquainted with him; and 
as he was well aware that all Ra 
proſperity mult reſult from his aunts, 
he was determined to. be diligent 1 in 
the recovery of their good opinion. 
Underſtanding: is the perpetual dupe 

of cunning. The Miſſes Perreau ob- 
ſerving his unremitting induſtry, be- 
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gan to fear for his health; but though _ 
they frequently adviſed him to walk 
out for a mouthful of air, and offered 
to carry him with them to Kenſing- 
ton Gardens; he refuſed all relaxa- 
tion, except ſuch as his viſits in the 
city made neceſſary, in conlequence 
of their enquiries after a proper op- 
portunity for his going to any of the 
Leeward Iſlands. The true reaſon, 
however, of his cloſe confinement, 
was diſappointed pride and mortified 
vanity. Miſs la R—he had given 
him a taſte for elegancies he could no 
longer enjoy, and his ſober brown 
clothes were ſo odious in his fight, 
that he ſhrunk at the idea of encoun- 
tering his old friends 1n this his Pa. 
nitential condition, | 


In returning from the city one 
morning, where, agreeably to his 
aunts defire, he had been paying his 
reſpects 
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reſpects to a great Weſt India mer- 
chant, who had the power of beſtow- 
ing the moſt advantageous recommen- 
dations upon him, he was ſtopped 
for a minute or two by a coal cart, 
at the top of the narrow ſtreet oppo- 
fire St. Clement's church, as was alſo, 
he perceived, a ſmart laſs on the o- 
ther ſide. When the cart had paſſed 
by, Daniel diſcovered a gold watch, 
almoſt buried in mud, in the middle of 
the croſſing, and being directed to it, 
as he affirmed, by the damſel's eye, he 
inſiſted upon it that ſhe was intitled 
at leaſt to half the prize. The girl 
was ſo ſurpriſed at the incident, that ſhe 
diſclaimed all right to rhe watch, and 
| feemed to conſider him as ſomething 
like the money-dropping ſharpers, 
who are well known in London; but 
finding on examination, that it was 
really gold, and Daniel ſtill perſiſting 
that half was her due, ſhe was at 
5 length 
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length prevailed upon to give him 
her addrefs, and rely on his honour 
for the conſequences. His aunts were 
much pleaſed with what they called 
his generous, but probably, as he 
intended it, gallant behaviour, and 
were clearly of opinion, that with. 
either juſtice or propriety, he could 
not have done leſs than give her a 


chance for a —_— of the _ 


On viſiting the coffor- houſh whe 
next evening, for the purpoſe of read- 
ing the papers, he ſoon met with an 
advertiſement, offering five guineas 
reward for the watch he had in his 
poſſeſſi on, with a direction to the finder 
where to bring it to the right owner. 


19 


Daniel, without conſulting his 
friends, ſlipped the news- paper into 
his pocket, and having the young 

girl's direction about him, whoſe fi- 
1 1 gure 
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gure had occaſioned ſome little diſ- 
turbance in his imagination, he paid 
her a viſit, and though diſappointed 
by her humble ſituation of life, for 
ſhe was nothing more than a milliner's 
apprentice, he profeſſed himſelf much 
pleaſed with her behaviour. 


It was now too late to obtain the 
five guineas that night, and on repair- 
ing to the appointed place the next 
morning, he was informed the watch 
belonged to an eminent merchant, 
and one whom he had ſome diſtant 
knowledge of; to accept the reward 
therefore when he knew the perſon, 
appeared to him the greateſt meanneſs; 
his relations in general thought as he 
did; but how to reconcile the young 
girl to the refuſal of what he had fo 
earneſtly preſſed her the preceding 
night to accept, he was wholly at a 
loſs to decide. | 


Her 


MESS. PE RREAU. 89 
Her manners were however ſo per- 
fecty civilized, that he conceived ſhe 
muſt have a liberal mind, and that 
when he made her ſenſible how ne- 
ceſſary it was to his reputation to de- 
cline the perquiſite he ſhould not have 
ſcrupled deriving from a ſtranger, ſhe 
would willingly retract her ſcarcely» 
acknowledged claims upon him. 


The Miſſes Perreau, who wiſhed to 
avoid every fort of littleneſs, obſerved, 
that if ſhe did not voluntarily relin- 
quiſh the point, he was bound 1n ho- 
nour to adhere to it, and if ſhe did, 
ſhe would infallibly intitle herſelf to a 
genteel preſent, With this oblique 
permiſſion to do handfome things, he 
repeated his viſit, but, as he told the 
tale, found her not only unpropitious 
to his wiſhes, but firmly and pertly re- 
ſolved to have her ſhare of the reward. 
He might have his view, ſhe obſerved, 

according 
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according to his report, in making 
the gentleman the propoſed compli- 
ment, but for her part, ſhe knew him 
not, nor could ſhe foreſee a ſingle ad- 
vantage to herſelf in adopting his 
mode of conduct; he therefore muſt 
excuſe her, for as he liſtened to the 
dictates of pride, ſhe certainly ſhould 
to thoſe of prudence, and neither could 
nor would forego her intereſt on the 
occaſion; the reſult of which was, 
that he paid her the two guineas and 
a half out of the money his aunt had 


furniſhed him with, and returned the = 


watch, without any pecuniary gratifi- 
_ cation, to its original poſſeſſor. The 
Miſſes Perreau declared themſclves 
well pleaſed that he was fo cheaply 
releaſed ; for had ſhe behaved as gen- 
teelly as they really expected, and as her 
behaviour in the firſt inſtance certainly 
promiſed, they thould have thought 
him bound to remember her whenever 

. 8 he 
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he had reaſon to rejoice in the little 
accident which had brought her to 


his acquaintance. 


This trifling loſs was however 
amply repaired, for the gentleman 
was ſo pleaſed with his compliment, 
that hearing it was his intention to go 
abroad, he appointed him ſupercargo 
to part of a valuable fleet, in which he 
had great concerns, on the eve of 
failing for Guadaloupe. His aunts 
fitted him out with their uſual libera- 
lity, and taking a very affectionate, 
yet very chearful leave of all his 
friends, he bid adieu to a country, 
where, though he had taken a tranſient 
{ip of polite pleaſures, he had expe- 
rienced the molt mortifying regrets. 


As you will receive two epiſtles by 
the ſame polt, you will obſerve, my 
dear girl, I have not — a ſyllable by 

way 
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way of introduction to this laſt written 
one; but as a Weſt India voyage 
cannot be performed unleſs by magic, 
without ſome intervening ſpace, I 


thought this a convenient breathing- 


ſpot, and a fit opportunity for ſaying 
friendly things. But why ſhould I 
deal in repetition ? My heart, my 
ſentiments, are well known to you, 
and you will not misjudge their ope- 
rations; ſuppoſe therefore that as 
when I take Daniel up again, I muſt 
purſue him to the end of the chapter, 


I juſt advert to the few circumſtances 


which are neceſſary to the completion 
of this my hiſtory of him and his fa- 
mily. 


A young fellow in the navy, and a 
warm friend of the decealed brother 
the ſailor, chancing to ſpend ſome time 
in England, became their frequent 
vilitant. He loved the family for his 
friend's 
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friend's ſake ; he ſoon loved it for its 
own; and though he preſerved a three 
years ſilence, ſecretly reſolved to have 
one of the ſiſters for his wife. 


His affections, though I cannot ſay 
divided, were ſo abundantly engaged 
by two of the nieces, that if he had 
been refuſed by the one, he declared 
he ſhould have thought himſelf happy 
if accepted by the other. 


His firſt tender was to the youngeſt 
of the two, and being ſucceſsful, the 
buſineſs would have been ſoon decided, 
but for the interference of his haughty 
ſiſter, who (notwithſtanding things 
were carried ſo far, that Miſs P— 


uncle, the archdeacon's conſent had 
been obtained, for ſhe was one of the 
children he particularly called his own) 
ſent for Robert the apothecary, and 
| told him ſhe wondered at his ſiſter's 


impudence 
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impudence in thinking to marry her 


brother. Robert, with great pru- 


dence and temper, aſſured her he 
would not fail to inform his ſiſter of 
her diſpleaſure, and make her ſenſible 
of the preſumptuous error ſhe had fallen 
into. Accordingly, when the gentle- 
man repeated his viſits as uſual the 
enſuing afternoon, he was told Miſs 
P. was not to be ſeen, He begged 
an explanation of fo extraordinary a 
meſſage ; but the only reply he could 
obtain was, that ſhe could not be ſeen, 
until declaring he would not leave 
the houſe without knowing what had 
occafioned his meeting with ſuch a 
reception, where but the day before 
he had been as agreeably received, 
Miſs P. made her appearance, and re- 
lated what had paſſed between her 
brother and his ſiſter. 


Mr. 
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MMr. B. was ſhocked and aftoniſhed, . 
entreated the indulgence of returning 
with his ſiſter in his hand to aſk par- 
don for her conduct; he was permitted 
to do ſo, and the very lady who had ſo 
officiouſly proclaimed her opinion of 

Mr. B's choice, now condeſcended to 
attend him, and make the required 
ſubmiſſion. Mr. B. was then on the 
point of going abroad, and inſiſted 
upon it that it was very hard he might 
not have the woman of his heart to 
accompany him. Matters were how- 
ever fo amicab!y ſettled, that his father 
gave Miſs P. away, and his ſiſter pro- 
feſſed herſelf much rejoiced that he 
was allowed to follow his inclinations. 
He had a pretty genteel fortune, and 
leaving England, ſoon obtained an 
appointment, which gave him credit 
abroad, where he and his wife now 
tive in much ſplendour and reputa- 


tion. But what a. terrible allay 
awaits 
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awaits them! Thus in the moment 


of our moſt ſeeming ſecurity, affliction 
hovers round us, and we feel ourſelves 


its prey before we know it is on the 


wing! 


Eaſy in their circumſtances, the 
three other ſiſters have either wholly 


given up buſineſs, or employ them- 


ſelves in executing the commiſſions 


they receive from abroad. But the 
ſatis faction of their noon of life is now 


moſt cruelly overelouded, and though 
time may be capable of ſoftening the 
gloom, it can never perfectly diſſipate 


it to the end of their exiſtence. 


Mariamne, farewell! 1 abſolutely 
| ſcribble away all the beſt part of my 
life, viz. my leiſure hours; dreſs, com- 
pany and the amuſements of this gay 
city, rob me of two-thirds of the time 


wack I ue to call my own; and 
when 
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when I ſhould think my pen is at my 
elbow, and now invites me for your 
_ amuſement, and now admoniſhes me 
for your information, to exerciſe it; 
neither of which pleas have I the reſo- 
lution to refiſt, But obſerve, my 
dear, if ever do get to the end of the 
narrative I am engaged in, I will not 
again launch beyond the light, tem- 
porary, concife ſubject, ſo that I may 
remember myſelf at the ſame time 
that J am proving I do not forget you. 
Forget you! You may well turnup 
the ſaucy ſide of your face at the men- 

tion of ſuch an impoſſibility, But if 

you will not allow even dear ſclf to be 
your rival in my affections, it is time I 
ſhould leave you to prefix what con- 
cluſion you pour to the ſignature of 
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LET TEA . Vi 


1 OW! love, my ſweet girl, to 


read the pretty things . that fall 
from your pen! and fo little ſhare, 
believe me, has vanity in my compo- 
ſition, that I prefer the fine things you 


take every handſome occaſion of ſay- 
ing of me and my merits, to all the 
paultry compliments of the beau 


monde, I know you are ſincere, 


however you may be deceived in me, 
and therefore am flattered. I am 


ſatisfied they diſſemble, let my per- 


fections be what they may, therefore 


am diſguſted. But I forget that all 
this time my hiſtory ſtands ſtill, and 
that your heart is not at leiſure to at- 
tend to my trifling. 


During 
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During Daniel's abſence at Guada- 

loupe, his brother Robert was eſta- 
bliſhing himſelf on a very reſpectable 
footing in England. Mr. T. ſome 
few months after the expiration of his 
apprenticeſhip, was taken ill, and 
Robert was obliged to puſh himſelf 
forward in the buſineſs. Mr. T. had 
one ſon, whom he intended for his 
ſucceſſor, but the young man was a 
lad of ſpirit, and preferred trailing a 
pike, to all the peſtles and mortars in 
Europe. He was moreover at that age, 
viz, barely one and twenty, that ill- 
qualified him for the gravity and out- 
ward conſequence of his father's profeſ- 
ſon; and though ſome. few of the 
| bon orders of the community, out 
of regard to his father, might have 
permitted his, viſitations, people of 
rank would infallibly ſet their faces 
againſt ſo youthful a practitioner. 
The journeyman was therefore bruſhed 
1 up 
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up into the maſter, and having by his 
attention, his modeſty, his very re- 
commendatory behaviour, engaged the 
good opinion of many, the high cha- 
racter his maſter gave him proved 
ſo advantageous, that their ſcruples 
were gradually overcome, and he con- 
ſtituted the favourite of ſeveral fami- 
lies. 


At this period his uncle Lloyd was 
taken ill, and as there was no poſſibi- 
ty of reconciling the double intereſts 
of his attendance in town and in the 
country, his rival had every deſired 
opportunity of promoting his wiſhes. . 


He lay ſome time in a hopeleſs, yet 
undecided condition, and Robert was 
much diſturbed ; at length the news 

arrived of his departure, and the will 
was brought up to London with the 
ſeals unbroken, for the ſatisfaction of 
| every 
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every party. The relations aſſembled, 48 
and Robert's everlaſting fate ſeemed Fl 

to be hinged upon that moment. 1 
The will was read, when he had the . 
mortification to hear a legacy of fifty BIN 
pounds, for the purpoſe of enabling i. 
him to walk the hoſpitals, and a letle 
treehold of about twenty-five pounds 
per annum, were all he was intitled 
to; his rival couſin being appointed 
fole heir and executor. 


But as things were no better, his 
aunts obſerved it was a conſolation 
they were no worſe, and in proportion 
to his then diſappointment, it was, 
they conceived, incumbent on him to 
purſue the tide of proſperity in his by 

bulineſs, which ſeemed to await him; 1 40 
5 a piece of good counſel he had the 1 
diſcretion to follow. His ſuſpence, 1 
U reſpecting his maſter's affairs, was 1 
c ſoon terminated. Mr, T. found him- 2 
F; a 


ry 


wal 
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ſelf in the greateſt danger, and there- 
fore, having reconſulted his ſon's 
choice, without receiving a poſitive 


anfwer, he ſettled it, that in caſe he 
ſhould not embark in his buſineſs, 
Robert fhould have a joint ſhare with 


his widow, and carry it on for their 


mutual benefit. 


Mr. T. had accumulated no leſs 
than ten thouſand pounds, and hav- 
ing a brother who was reputed to be 


poſſeſſed of at leaſt fifteen thouſand, 
_ the young man, being the only heir 


of the family, fancied it quite as un- 
neceſſary, as he believed it to be ab- 
furd, to cramp his genins. He, 
however, on the firſt ſhock of his fa- 
ther's death, appeared willing to do 
juſt as his mother would have him; 
and with gravely- collected features, 
meaſured ſteps, and ſuitable deport- 
ment, was conveyed in his father's 

chariot 
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chariot to ſome few patients; but a 
little unluckily on this his fetting off, 
he felt his patients pulſe with his 
thumb inſtead of his finger, (and the 
thumb, you know, is ſaid by anato- 
miſts to have its own natural pulſation) 
with ſome other, if not eſſential, for- 
mal errors. Having underſtanding 
enough to perceive the univerſal diſ- 
approbation of him as an apothecary, 
though all his father's friends kindly 
aſſured him of their beſt ſervices in 
any other walk of life, he paid a 
thouſand guineas for an enſigncy in 
the guards, and for eyer bad adieu to 
che affectation of demure importance. 


This ſtep determined the whole 
matter, Robert was the every thing 
with the family, and in conſequence 
of his uncommon dntgence, wah ſue- 
ceſsful much beyond Mrs. T.'s beſt 
expectations. 


Ty. Miſs 
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_ Miſs T——s was by this time 
grown a very fine young lady, and 
had many, though diſtant, admirers. 
Three capital tradeſmen, however, 
made her very genteel offers, but 
ſhe declined them all, profeſſing a diſ- 
inclination to marry at her early age 
but in fact, from a ſecret partiality 
ſhe entertained for Robert, ignorant 
as ſhe was of his ſentiments reſpecting 
her. 


Robert was indeed a very agreeable 
young man, both in his perſon, temper 
and behaviour; and having been ac- 
quainted from his childhood with Miſs 
T---s, he had nearly the ſame affect ion 
for her he bore his ſiſters, and treated 
her with ſimilar unconſtrained good 
nature and freedom. But conſcious 
of her own tender attachmenr, her 
modeſty made her beyond meaſure 


apprehenſive it ſhould be diſcovered ; 
and 
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and contrary to the general mode of 
the preſent age, ſhe was at all times 
for avoiding, inſtead of making op- 
portunities of converſing with the 
man of her heart. Robert, though 
entirely governed by what he con- 
ceived to be propriety, was not with- 
out his private election. But whilſt 
unſettled in the world, while the idea 
might have been juſtified by appear- 
ances, that Miſs T--—s's little for- 
tune was the chief object, from be- 
ing his only means of ſtarting on his 
own account, he was profoundly 
ſilent. No ſooner, however, was he 
delivered from the precarious condi- 
tion of a journeyman, and eſtabliſhed 
in a buſineſs that intitled him to look 
up to a woman of ſuperior finances, 
than, he declared his long concealed 


with of being united to her. His ho- 


nour and diſintereſtedneſs were highly 
e by the one ſiſter, and ſilently 
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approved of by the other; for theagree- 
able ſurpriſe of this agreeable diſcovery 
rendered her incapable of ſpeaking, 
except by her actions. He was re- 
ceived by the eldeſt Miſs T—s as 
the man ſhe ſhould rejoice to call her 
brother, and on whom ſhe was happy to 
beſtow her ſiſter, confirming her pro- 
feſſions by leading in her much loved 
Henrietta, over whom, from the dif- 
| ference of their ages, ſhe exerciſed 
a kind of maternal tenderneſs and 
care, and uniting their hands, when a 
month or two had paſſed : (as a tedious 
courtſhip would have been ridiculous, 
where the parties were ſo well acquaint - 
ed with the diſpoſition, character and 
poſſeſſions of each other.) Robert in- 
ſiſted upon it, as a farther proof of his 
affection, that a thouſand pounds of 
her money, together with his little 
freehold, ſhould be ſettled upon her, 
as the few remaning hundreds were 
more 
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more than ſufficient for all the pur- 
poſes of his buſineſs, or extra ex- 
pences. They were married, and for 
the firſt twelve months conſtituted a 
part of Mrs. 1's family; but 
at the expiration of that period, Mrs. 
T— wiſhing to retire into the coun- 
try, ſhe accepted a conſideration for 
rehnquiſhing her ſhare of the buſineſs, 
and Robert became ſole maſter. 


From this very decent, diſcreet, and 
commendable beginning, has this un- 
happy man rendered himſelf an object 
of publick diſeſteem, and obnoxious to 
the laws of his country; he has indeed 
had many children, though there are 
onh three now living, and without 
doubt may have been at great expence;. 
but as he was a favourite with all 
ranks of people, had ſeveral illuſtrious 
patrons and every appearance of ca- 

| F 6 pital 
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Þital buſineſs; it is ſurely extraordi- 
_ nary, that Mr. T 


ſhould have. 
made a fortune of ten thouſand pounds 
by his ſhop, where Robert Perreau 
only precipitated himſelf into dan- 


| gerous, nay, criminal undertakings. 


This unhappy man, however, my dear 
Mariamne, is a melancholy proof of 
your father's obſervation, that though 
natural religion may teach us the ſtrict 


leſſon of meum and ſuum, it is only 


revealed that can give the neceſſary 
fortitude and reſignation in our affairs. 
Robert felt that glow of honeſt pride, 
which ſo often ſupplies the place of 
principle in the human heart; but he 
preſumed as it were to dictate to Pro- 
vidence, how, and on what terms he 
would continue a valuable member of 
ſociety. For he was repeatedly heard 


to declare in conſequence of ſome 


bankruptcies which happened on his 
irſts entrance into buſineſs, that ſhould 
his 
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his affairs become unproſperous, he was 
certain, from being equally unable to 
endure the world's pity, and the miſery 
of his family, he ſhould blow his brains 
out; making it a ſtrong argument of 
the neceſſity he of all men living ſhould 
be under of moving within the line of 
his circumſtances. Thus it is plain, my 
dear girl, that tho there can be no re- 
ligion without morality, yet morality 
without religion, however it may an- 
ſwer the purpoſes of living, will never 
teach us how to die, or make the beſt 
of the common accidents of exiſtence. 
In this reſpect Mr. Robert Perreau, 
vou will nevertheleſs own, is far from 
being ſingular; the world's dread cen- 
ſure, and the world's dread laugh, 

have infinitely more weight with the 
preſent age, than all the terrors of 
offended Omnipotence. In order to 
relieve themſelves from the view of 


their domeſtic wretchedneſs, it is the 
faſhion- 


— 
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faſhionable mode to add crimes to miſ- 
fortunes: yet ſurely ſuicide is the 
coward's refuge, for not to mention 
the heinouſneſs of that guilt, which 
excludes every poſſibility of atone- 
ment, the affection of a father or huſ- 
band is impeached, not diſplayed, by 
the commiſſion of it; the evil is be- 
yond meaſure aggravated, which their 


patient endurance would infallibly mi- 


tigate, and the perplexity of their af. 
fairs rendered an indiſſoluble knot, 
which time and induſtry might have 
enabled them to untie; for there is a 
turn in every tide, and thoſe who abide 
the ebb are alone intitled to enjoy 
the flow. " 


But I am too ſerious, perhaps you 
will tell me, even for the occaſion ; 
we will then diverſify the ſcene, and 
take up the gentleman Perrean, as by 
way of diſtinction Daniel was for fe- 

veral 
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veral years called. Ah! what a fal- 
ling off! from a coach to a priſon, 
from gaiety to confuſion of heart, 
from lively connections to the near 
approach of condemnation, perhaps 
zath | But anticipation is unfair in 
thoſe particular points, where life, as. 
well as fame is at ſtake, and juſtice 
has undertaken to decide. 
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Tam, my dear girl, &c. 
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LETTER VI. 


ANIEL Perreau was no ſooner 
ſet down in Guadaloupe, , than 
he peceived the way open before him 
to all. that elegance of living, for 
which he had ſo particular a taſte, and 
having made every advantage his 
beſt hopes promiſed him of the ap- 
pointment he had ſo accidentally ob- 
tained, he turned his thoughts to a 
permanent eſtabliſhment on the iſland ; 
but it is in vain we are ſucceſsful on 
the one hand, if we are bad mana- 
gers on the other. Company, dreſs 
and gallantry had ſuch charms for him, 
that what would have. been a fortune 
to another man, was only an addi- 
tional whet to his ambition, and laid 
the foundation of future inconveni- 
encies. 0 once ſtarted, he con- 

ceived 
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ceived he ought ſpiritedly to purſue 


his plan; he therefore, on very ſlender 
finances, large credit, and capital re- 


commendations, commenced Weſt-In- 


dia merchant. It was imagined by all 
his friends that he would have ad- 
vanced himſelf in the matrimonial 
way. But liberty, ſweet liberty (the 
men's epithet for a diflolute and diſre- 
putable mode of living) was the fa- 
vourite object of his wiſhes, and though 
he was cloſely charged with ſeveral il- 


legitimate ſacrifices of it, he could 
never reſolve to domeſticate and give 


himſelf a chance for happineſs. 


Thus with few or no exceptions, as 


in the caſe of Robert for example, 
the mind has ever its marking feature, 


if we would take the pains to trace 
effects to cauſes in order to its detec- 


tion: a wrong education and idle con- 
nexions have been his bane, and he 


now 
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now lives, and it is feared will die, a 
ſtriking example of the poct's obſer- 
vation, that, 


« Pleafure or wrong or rightly underſtood, 
„Our greateſt evil, or our greateſt good.“ 


But though every day brings us new 
_ convictions of its truth, and that we 


even learn to moralize, and decide 


upon the queſtion, **it plays round the 
head withour once reaching our 


hearts,” until we find it realized in 
our own perſons. | 


Forgive me, my good girl, the 
habit I have inſenſibly contraſted of 
falling into occaſional reflections; for 
I am grieved at the misfortunes, 
ſhocked at the vices of our nature, 
and muſt lament that reaſon, which is 
ſo able a guide, and conſcience, which 
is allowed ſo infallible a monitor, can 


be ſa lulled into inactiyity and ſilence, 
5 that 
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that we neither regard the preſent, nor 


fear for the future, but paſs our time 


in a dangerous and unjuſtifiable inſen- 
ſibility. 


Mr. Daniel Perreau, finding bafinefs 
a reſtraint on his pleaſures, fixed his 
eye on a worthy young fellow, whoſe 
turn of mind was not only leſs aſpiring 
than his own, but whoſe little capital 
and limited connexions he doubted 
not would incline him chearfully to 
take the labouring oar, and leave his 

career of diſſipation wholly uninter- 
rupted. Nothing could be more elegant 
than his ſtile of living; his furniture, 
his dreſs beſpoke him a man of taſte ; 
but while the young and unreflecting 
part of the iſland were panting to fol- 
low his ſteps, the old ones ſhook their 
heads, and like the witches in Mac- 
beth, ſeemed to foreknow ſome dif- 
oy evil. 
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He was ſo agreeable a companion, 
beſides his other recommendations, 
that he had very many friends in Gua- 
daloupe; and as the Weſt Indians 
are not niggards of their pence, he is 
laid to have made a practice of fa- 
thoming their purſes, till the con- 
tents were near exhauſted, ſo that his 
cuſtom of living at the expence of 
others was not contracted in conſe- 
quence of, but previous to the 
change of circumſtances which 
brought him back to England. 


Having touched every friendly 
ſtring into abſolute diſcord, and find- 
ing himſelf coldly received abroad 
and hard preſſed at home, he began 
to think he ought, as a man of 
ſpirit, to take a French leave of an 
uneaſy ſituation, and try his fortune 
once more on the other ſide of the 
Atlantick. The clamour of his de- 
2 parture, 
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parture, and the ſingular diſorder of 
his books, created univerſal ſubject 
matter among all ranks of people: 
his creditors, however, had the gene- 


roſity to diſtinguiſh between the in- 


nocent and the guilty, and ſeverely 


as they condemned his conduct, pitied 
and ſupported the young fellow, 


whoſe labours had been ſo unremitting 
and remonſtrances ſo judicious, in or- 


der to have kept things together and 


enable them to do juſtice to all men; 
and preſenting him with his certifi- 


cate, and aſſiſting him in a renewal 


of his induſtry, they for a long 
time, to mark their diſapprobation 
the ſtronger, denied Daniel that in- 
dulgence, though on the moſt earneſt 
and repeated ſolicitations. On his 
firſt return from Guadaloupe, a 
broken merchant, and with very ſlen- 


der finances, he met with a FREEZING 


reception from his relations ; he had 


we - 


3 


e 9 ba - 
3 * 1 * * 
. = — l 8 * > 24 9 v » 
— 4 5 => whos > 25 = — — 2 — mY 
* — = L : RS, 5 Ms 
2 . — o ö . oo * . " 
E N N W 3 
. 25S 4 ws * ones boa 
"Som Y Te —— - * 88 EIS * 
Pr 8 — * * es, N —— —— — 


be — 
Nr 


— 

n r — 
3 —.— * 
n 


118 MEMOIRS OF 

the reſolution, however, to weather 
the blaſt until it had ſpent itſelf, 
and he could ſteal into ſuch a degree 
of favour, as to gain an audience on 
any ſubject. Having got this length, 
he began to throw out hints that all 
was not ſo bad as was imagined; and 


the better to ſupport his aſſertion, by 


the mere dint of aſſurance and inge- 
nuity, with thoſe wrecks of his ward- 
robe he had imported, he figured a- 
way to the aſtoniſhment of all who 
knew him. Miſs T—s, during his ab- 
ſence from England, having received 
repeated invitations fiom a Welſh cou- 
ſin to viſit the place of her father's 
nativity, beholding her ſiſter (as ſhe 
flattered hertelf) happily diſpoſed of, 
was prevailed upon, by way of amuſe- 
ment, to indulge her fancy and make 
a three or four months excurſion, 
She liked the ſituation and contracted 
ſeveral agreeable acquaintance z a- 

| mongſt 


MESS. PE RRE AU. 119 


mongſt the number of which was a 


young attorney, who ſoon perſuaded 
her ſhe could not do better than, in- 


ſtead of a caſual viſit, pitch her tent 


there for life. Thus, if Daniel (as 
was ſuſpected) had a remote idea 
of availing himſelf of her ſuppoſed 
partiality, he was ſecured by this ſtep 
from the ſin of abuſing the credulity 


of a deſerving woman, and like a 


drowning man of catching at a few 
hundreds as the only twig for draw- 
ing him out of the ſad obſcurity into 
which he was fallen In the courſe of 


his gay purſuits, and his plans of 


ways and means, he got connected 
with ſome people in the alley, who 
perceiving that nothing more was ne- 
ceſſary to give him the air of a gentle- 


man, than being dreſſed as ſuch, 
played him off with very tolerable ad- 


vantage both to him and themſelves. 
Public amuſements were his delight; 
N but 
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but particularly a maſquerade, where 
the knave and the man of probity, 
the fool and the philoſopher, join 
willing hands, and in dear feſtivity 
loſe every moral, every civil diſtinc- 
tion, Mr. Daniel Perreau was un- 
commonly happy in all thoſe lively 


turns that give converſation ſuch a 


zeſt, -His friend or his God were 
treated with very little ceremony 
when wit demanded a ſacrifice, and full 
often has he ſet a polite groupe at Mrs. 
Cornelys' in a roar of applauſe, and 
ſwallowed with avidity thoſe praiſes 
nothing but a maſk could have ob- 
tained him. His parts were not, how- 


ever, confined to a ſingle walk of 


genius: his ons mots received additi- 


"onal ſalt from the happy choice of his 
dreſs, and his dreſs the merit of witti- 


ciſm from his hons mots: he was a 


'merry andrew, a jeſuit, a ſultan, a 
jockey, a judge, a buffoon : till, ſtill. 
= 50" Ie © 
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the habit prepared you for the ſtroke. 
of humour, and the ſtroke of humour 
received an unſpeakable poignance 
from the habit; in a word, he was 


the ſecret ſpring of peculiar mirth in 
every gay aſſembly, One evening, 


reſolving to outdo his former out- 


doings, he appeared at Mrs. Cor- 
nelys', in an extraordinary garb, one 


ſide of which repreſented a ſkeleton, 


the other a proper handſome figure. 
Every one was ſtruck with the oddity, 


and the cry of © it is he,” © it is he,” 
was at length re-echoed by ſome 


dozens, males and females, from all 


_ 


quarters of the room, who were too 
well acquainted with his voice and 


abilities to be miſtaken. A lady, of 


an elegant form, and dreſſed in an 
elegant domino, followed him from 
place to place for ſome time unob- 
ſerved, but was at laſt aſked the uſual 


JR by him, viz. * If ſhe knew 
„ him?“ 


3 r 2 - 
5 442 ASH 3 ted l S * 


1 
„ * * 


2 
; 1 0 
Y 
a [4 
f LY 
4 
* 
1 
[4 
1 
; [2 
bY, 4 
1 
) » B& 7 
} 
8 
N 1 
. - : 
; N 
: 
+ ? iy 
. & 7-3 
1 
oF 
N 
1 4 
- 
+ $108 
* Tri 
. I 
LAT | 
x , 
7 | 1 
* bi Red 
MW | | 
. 
: 71} } 
LG 8, : 
. „ 
| 7,9 & biz 
f . 
1 
1 1 
3... |: 
INT in HEAT 
3:44" #7 
3: W 4 > 
2 349! 
Py FA :7 4 
$ 1 
ann 
9.3 44. 
# 11 
©: Fas 
5 3 j 
{Ps A 
OI aw 
1 # 3x 
a 1 
; is 
£58: Hs 
Ly >) , 
#24 W348 

"6 

1 bo 
ä 

1 

1.5 

F. &Þ 

4 7 = 

+8 , 
A 2 It 

U he 1 7 } 

$S- #2? * 

4 1" . 

{1608 

e 

qt 4 
1 
4 
#4; 3 4 
1 * 
N IT): 

"$4. 

1 

1+". 36 
e 
n 

6” EW 

383 28 

OBS; \,. . 

* IX +. & 
[$2 WF 

5 9 7 ; 

r 

HIM 

2B {F< 

— 

1 

Ws) 14 

114 5 

. : 'F *% 

J | ? 

1 3+ 3&8 

vr x7 * 
1 | 
1 ** 
. : 

73 2 

* * . 

e 

* -@ 
4% 
i & 
4 \ 
Ys 1 
{2 
* 
1 
. * 
„ 
8.1 
A +* 75 
1 
* 3 
1 
7 1 r 
, 
A LF 
8 1 
* $7 
\ 48 
n We 

«& - \ 

pv I 

WV: : 

Ts L-4 

7 * 

1 

857 by 

n 4 

el 

9 25 n 

2 * 1 

* 54> | 

o a. 

71 BARK 

ot 104 

"7; 0 
EI»... 
8 
\ + "A Y 
7 84 
nt toll 
+ * 
2 
Wa 5 
. $548 

2 > 75 

8 1 4 
v 5 L 
+. of 

* 
1 
3 
„ 
1 
= 37 
3 
. 1 
& 6 
1 
" + 

x Mz 

Fo. - 5 * 2 

a F 
13 1 
1 
1 5 
$7554 l 

„ 

+ "A * 
1 
8 N 
of #3 * i 1 
„ * . 
4 4 7 
5 17 Hh 
1 
5 -> 6188 
ä 
5 5 . 

24 


OE 


ES tx 
—_ —_—_ 
"I. TEES Ig: 0 2 

2 we l 

„ e 

* r e 
þ by AX * * n 1 
— 252 * 

321 cup + 2 .‚ 


122 MEMOIRS OF 
him?“ One half of you, ſhe replied, 
ſeems no ineligible acquaintance; 
but the horrid memento of mortality 
you bear about you on the other, is 
an inſuperable impediment to my 
gratifying a curioſity I own your ex- 
preſſions have excited. He preſſed 
her to explain herſelf, but was wholly 
unſucceſsful, until, in order to diſen- 
gage herſelf from his particular ad- 
dreſs, and which he aſſured her ſhe 
ſhould do on no other terms than 
telling him the nature of her curioſity, 
ſhe ſaid, I would then know how 
you, who are allowed to be one of the 
moſt favoured votaries of Euphroſyne, 
can chooſe ſo groſsly to violate her 
laws, as to become the ſcare-crow of 
the company? But if you would 
have me add more, you mult aſſume 
a leſs terrible ſhape, when I will ſpeak 
with thee. To a man of Daniel 
Perreau's gallantry, this hint was ſuf- 
' ficient; 
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ſicient; the ſkeleton diſappeared, and 
ſoon a handſome domino whiſpered 
ſuch things in the lady's ear as were 
beſt calculated to win her heart. But 
before I proceed farther, it is neceſſa- 
ry ſhe ſhould be properly introduced 
to your knowledge. This lady's 
hiſtory is, however, much too impor- 
tant to be wove into the fag end of 
an epiſtle ; I ſhall therefore, wiſhing 
| you all imaginable felicity in the little 
excurſion you propoſe making, only 
add, that I . &c. &c. 


THEODOSIA. 
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— 


Err, 


70 U have, I doubt not, my dear 
Mariamne, read what Mrs. R's 
publications have ſpoke her to be; 
but ſelf repreſentation and facts are 
frequently very oppoſite things. There 
is, however, one article particularly 
worthy of attention in her writings, 
and that is her earneſt endeavour to 
perſuade the public, that her mind 
and her conduct are in no degree cor- 
reſpondent. Virtue, my dear, is ſo 
truly amiable, and has ſuch ſuperior 
charms even for that ſex who love it 
only for the pleaſure, the triumph of 
deſtroying it, that the moſt vicious 
labour hard to maintain ſome claims 
to eſteem, and we can eſteem only 
what is virtuous, The woman there- 
fore, who, according to her own con- 
; feſſion, 
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feſſion, delivers up her perſon and for- 


tune to a man ſhe is ſcarcely acquainted 
with, and in conſequence of that ſtep 


becomes the mother of three infants, 


whoſe whole inheritance is reproach 


and indigence; who, conſcious of 


wrong, boaſts ſhe has ſo happily pre- 


ſerved an appearance of right, as to 
have impoſed on the unſuſpecting and 
the credulous; would perſuade us ſhe 


poſſeſſes a ſoul fraught with all the 
gentle, the liberal, the elegant ſenſa- 
tions that characteriſe the daughters 
of amiable ſenſibility, and unimpeach- 
able principles. But we will try her 
by the world's report of her actions, 
(for, obſerve, I do not take upon me 
to authenticate this part of my hiſto- 
ry) and however ſpecious or ill treated, 


by her actions acquit or condemn her. 


Mrs. R. is the illegitimate daughter 
of a man of faſhion, celebrated for 
_— his 
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his temporary connections, and re- 
markable for his care of his natural 
children; her education was a genteel 
one; her memory aſtoniſhing z all 
the boarding-ſchool accompliſhments 
were acquired by her without either 
toil or application; and having fre- 
quent leſſons of inſtructions from a 
Right Honourable preceptor, ſhe bid 
fair for arriving at very uncommon 
excellence. But as girls under cer- 
tain auſpices have no rule of conduct 
preſcribed to them, nor enjoy a ſingle 
benefit of valuable example, it is not 
ſurpriſing they ſhould fall into terrible 
errors. 


Mifs ——— was barely fourteen 
before ſhe was throwing out Jyres to 
every young fellow ſhe met with, and 
as her perſon was lovely, though much 
rather what is called a pretty, than in 


any degree a fine figure, ſhe did 55 
al 
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fail of engaging ſome civil attention. 


Captain R. ſaw and admired her. 


She was fearful her friends would en- 


deavour to ſave her from the folly of 
carrying a knapſack ; for, like Cha- 
mont, his ſword was all his fortune. She 
exerciſed therefore her little arts to 
win him to a clandeſtine union; but 


that was not the Captain's ſcheme. 
Her friends were powerful people, 
and he had hopes of advancement 
through their intereſt, if a ſum of mo- 
ney ſhould be refuſed him. Captain 
R. did not find all the favour in 
theſe Right Honourable perſons fight, 
with which he had flattered himſelf; 
and as intereſt had been his chief 
ipring of action, he early betrayed 
little complaiſance for the romantic 
girl, who expected no leſs than an 
everlaſting attachment from him. 


Having been accuſtomed to live ele- 


gantly, ſhe was ill qualified to ſubmit 
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to ſcanty meals, &c. the infallible 


concomitants of narrow fortune, and 


taking an opportunity to convey her 


complaints to the ear of generoſity, 
ſhe found them relieved to her utmoſt 


wiſh. 


Some warm altercation ſucceeded. 
Captain R. had the delicacy to con- 
ceive there was a wide difference be- 


tween marrying the daughter of 1lle- 
gitimacy, and tolerating the criminal 


wife; he therefore in very warm terms 


told her, that unleſs ſome certain 
ſteps he pointed out were cleared up 
to his ſatisfaction, he would leave her 


to the infamy ſhe deſerved to incur 


for a violation of the moſt ſacred of 


all human engagements, Mrs. R. 


though all ſoftneſs when any purpoſe 
was to be obtained, was violent in her 


diſpleaſure, and outrageous in her re- 


ſentment; ſhe loaded him with the 


moſt 
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moſt opprobrious epithets, for having 
brought her into an unhappy ſituation, 
and from the whole tenor of her ex- 


preſſions, ſeemed to think herſelf per- 
fectly juſtified by his conduct in the 


purſuit of whatever mitigating mea- 
ſures her ingenuity could ſtrike out. 


Her huſband required no further proof 


of her conſtitutional turpitude, and 
ſne found herſelf the almoſt inſtanta- 
neous miſtreſs. of herſelf and actions. 


She poſſeſſed ſuch abilities, as made 


it impoſſible for her to live long in 
obſcurity. A ſmart Levite by ſome 


accident was ſo happy as to conſtitute 


himſelf one of her particular acquaint- 


ance, and as ſhe then figured away by 
the title of Lady Mary G——, and 
profeſſed herſelf a favourite with two 
royal perſonages, it was hoped by her 


new admirer, that ſomething advan- 


tageous might by her means be done 
| — -: " =” 
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for the promotion of his fortune, His 
viſitations became every day more 
and more tender, and he thought 
himſelf much honoured by her friend- 
ſhip, and good-naturedly intereſted 
himſelf in all her concerns. He un- 
derſtood that ſhe had forfeited the fa- 
vour as well as protection of her il- 
luſtrious relations, by an indiſcreet 
marriage and had been compelled to 
live in a ſtate of ſeparation, by the 
cruelty of an ungrateful and ambitious 
man, and therefore moſt ſincerely 
commiſerated her circumſtances ; but 
ſhe was much too wiſe to ſuffer either 
the ill treatment of her huſband, or 
her regard for her reputation, to ſub- 
due her vivacity. She condeſcended 
to appear abroad in her friend's equi- 
Page, had her apartments new fur- 
nifhed by his trades-people, and paſſed 
whole weeks with him occaſionally at 
his villa; yet the tongue of ſlander 

Was 
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was expected to be idle, and the opi- 
nion of mankind to receive its com- 
plexion from her report. She was 
the mirror of chaſtity, the example of 
patient endurance, the honour and 
ornament of her ſex. Mr. S. was 
naturally of a gallant turn, but his 
amours had ever been of an humble 
and private nature, until he met with 
Lady Mary, and he was exceedingly | 
flattered with her conſideration for 
him. An eaſy, prepoſſeſſing addreſs, 
and an happy inſinuating fow of lan- 
guage, inſured her conqueſt wherever 
ſhe thought it worth her while to at- 
tack ; but it was her particular amuſe- 
ment to play on the faculty, and the 
great delicacy of her ſkin enabled her 
to affect an indiſpoſition with a good 
grace, whenever the frolick ſeiſed her: 
and who would be ſo rude as to diſ- 
pes the will and pleaſure of a lady, 
G 6 who N 
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who buys their viſits, and entertains 
them into the bargain? 


Mr. S. was too deeply enamoured 
to diſapprove of a ſingle action; he 
confined himſelf when ſhe choſe to be 
confined, and was at all times, and-on 
all occaſions, her moſt obedient hum- 
ble ſervant, 


Lady Mary, in conſequence of let- 
ters ſhe pretended to receive from Ire- 
land, (for ſhe gave herſelf to Mr. S. 
for a native of that country) was moſt 
agreeably ſurpriſed to find her great 
relations relaxing the rigour of their 
refentment, and as when the ice is 
once broken, one ſtep rapidly ſucceeds 
another, the news of their favourable 
inclinations towards her was ſoon fol- 
lowed by a deſire to ſee her in Dublin. 
Lady Mary was inconſolable on the 
very occaſion that Mr. S. conceived 
would 
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would have been a cauſe of rejoicing : 
he intreated the myſtery might be ex- 
plained, and at length, though with 
oreat difficulty, brought her to ac- 
knowledge that her diſtreſs aroſe from 
her not having it in her power to ap- 
pear ſuitably to the rank of her fami- 

ly, and to what that family had been 

accuſtomed to behold her in. Her 

generous friend wiped away the fall- 

ing tear, and conducting her to a jew- 
eler, prevailed upon her, all reluctant as 

ſhe was, to beſpeak herſelf ſuch a ſet of 

Jewels as ſhe well knew was proper 

for her to be miſtreſs of. The jewels 

were accordingly ſent home, and every 

other neceſſary Preparation made for 
her) Journey. 


Their parting was a tender one; 
ſhe vowing everlaſting fidelity, and he 
proteſting he lived only on her ſmiles, 
The lady deparied, and many letters 
were 
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were interchanged before her intended 
return was announced, She did how- 
ever return; but, oh! this meeting 
was not like the former! ſighs and 
confuſion prevented every expreſſion 
of her expected joy at their re- union, 
and Mr. S. was obliged to exert his 
utmoſt eloquence before he could ob- 
tain a knowledge of the cauſe of her 
affliction. His rhetoric at laſt getting 
the better of her delicacy, ſhe told 
him it had been her misfortune, the 
day before ſhe left Dublin, to be ſeen 
in the ſtreets by that wicked wretch 
her huſband, who ſeiſing her hands, 
with terrible imprecations, inſiſted 
upon her flying again into the face of 
her family by living with him; that in 
order to prove to him how unreaſon- 
able his conduct was, ſhe had walked 
down With him to the ſea fide, when 
taking hold of the outſide of her poc- 
ket, and feeling a box, he forced her 

4 — 
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to ſhew him its contents, which were 
the very jewels Mr. S. had preſented. 

her with, The jewels he declared 
ſhould be his, however ſhe might re- 
ſolve to diſpoſe of her perſon, nor 
would ſhe have refuſed ſuch eaſy 

terms of capitulation, if her honaur 
and affection for the donor had not 
forbad her compliance with them. 
A. ſtruggle enſyed, but at the hazard 
of her life ſhe wreſted them from him, 
and, ſtrange to tell! threw them into 
the ſea, from whence there was no re- 
covering them; a circumſtance which 
in her indignation never occurred to 
her, and as ſhe could not forgive her- 
ſelf the errar, ſhe was unable to hope 
for his forgiveneſs. 


Mr. S. was beyond meaſure happy 
to find the much-apprehended evil ſo 
light and remediable. He diſpatched 
a ſervant to a neighbouring ſhop, and 

the 
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the lady was in a few minutes reſtored 
to ſelf-eſteem, wealth and felicity. 


I ſhall make no comments upon 
the above tale, either reſpecting its 
probability, or other ſingular marks, 
but leaving you to draw the lady's 
true character from whatever you may 
conceive to be its genuine outlines, 
return to Daniel Perreau, and the 
commencement of his acquaintance 


with her. 


The things you deſired me to ſend 
you, will be ready on Monday next; 
and you may be aſſured I ſhall not 
fail to add an epiſtle by the ſame 


opportunity. 
IT am, &c. - 


THEODOSIA. 


LY be 
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Th 
LETTER: N 


ANIEL was fo diligent in his 
| enquiries reſpecting the con- 
ſequence, &c. of his new acquain- 
tance, that he ſoon found it to be 
the general opinion, that ſhe be- 
longed to the ſeraglio of the then de- 
clined Mr. S , and that her 
fortune derived from that ſource, it 
was eaſy to conjecture, was in no de- 
gree inconſiderable. 


Her lodgings were rather com- 
modious than elegant; their ſitua- 
tion ſomewhat obſcure, in a little 


ſtreet not many miles from Soho; 


but her plate and jewels, which were 
diſplayed to the beſt advantage, ſuf- 
ficiently teſtified that choice, not ne- 
ceſſity, had ſet her down in ſo retired 
a ſpot. 
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a ſpot. Her hiſtory, when told in 
her own words, was not a little ro- 
mantick. She was the daughter of a 
man of the firſt faſhion, and had had 
the education of a princeſs : but mar- 
rying at a very early age, much be- 
neath her, ſhe had been caſt off by 
her great relations; and, to add to 
her diſtreſs, her huſband proved to be 
a man of a moſt illiberal mind : for 
though her life had been a blameleſs 
one, and her huſband well acquainted 


with the dignity of her birth, his treat- 


ment of her was fo ungentlemanly 


and barbarous, as to reduce her to 


the miſerable alternative, of either 
throwing herſelf on the mercy. of a 
cenſorious world, or ſtaying with him 
to die of a broken heart, Her jewels 
were the remains of what ſhe had 
been, the hints of what ſhe ought to 
had been her very 


par- 
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particular friend, from motives whol- 
ly diſintereſted and generous: he 

knew her in her better days, and, 
conceiving highly of her merits, had 
the goodneſs to be their protector. 
But though chaſte as a veſtal, ma- 
lice and envy were not without their 
whiſperings; in fine, no damſel of 
antiquity, with giants, caſtles, and 
the whole train of enchantments, 
was ever more unjuſtly or cruelly 
perſecuted, There are certain minds 
which experience ſuſceptibilities un- 
known to the vulgar; of this caſt 
was Daniel Perreau's: he condoled, 
he ſympathiſed with the amiable lady, 
who, on a ſingle hour's acquaintance, 
had been ſo abundantly communica- 
tive; and before he took his leave, 
ſuch an everlaſting” friendſhip was 
ſettled between them, that they were 
to ſhare each other's future proſperity | 
or 
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or adverſity, It was now that ambi- 
tion beat an unuſual alarm in Da- 
niel's boſom: to be happy he per- 
ſuaded himſelf it was eſſentially ne— 


ceſſary he ſhould be great, and he 


was on the wing to try his luck at 
the fountain head of accidental ad- 
vancement. 


His ſucceſs in the firſt inſtance 
equalled his withes ; and to reward 
the lady for her generous aſſiſtance, ſhe 
was announced his wife, and a houſe 
fitted up for her reception in a polite 

neighbourhood. He had his horſes 
for his morning's exerciſe, and his 
own parties for his evening's amule-. 
ment. The weaver was ſunk in the 
genteel ſharper, and his mode of liv- 
ing was one continued ſcene of luxu-— 
Ty and voluptuouſneſs. 


The 
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The lady had many friends, all of 
whom were ſo kind as to be her huſ- 
band's friends alſo. Among the. 


number of theſe was Mr. A 7 
who frequently tondeſcended to un- 
bend under their roof, and profeſ- 
ſed himſelf much delighted with ſo 
agreeable a connexion. 

| You, however, who are happily 
excluded from a knowledge of the 
world, will wonder that perſons of 
fortune and reputation ſhould join 
hands with any man on ſuch ſlight 
claims to conſideration. But believe 
me, my dear, it is the ton to confine, 
the view merely to the ſurface. A 
handſome houſe, and a full purſe, 
are the only credentials required with 
the beſt families in 'the kingdom, 
Nay more, we have frequent inſtan- 
ces of the meaneſt, as well as the 
vileſt wretches in the creation, mix- 


ing 
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ing with the moſt worthy and inno- 
cent, at no greater expence than a 
mafk, and the affectation of ſome bur- 
leſque character. But I will not, in 
this public manner, tell tales out of 
ſchool, for our otherwiſe amiable and 
happily diſtinguiſhing relation has 
not the fortitude to invite the finger 


of ridicule to be pointed at her by un- 


faſhionable ſingularity. Judge then 
how your poor friend muſt be whirled 


a- down the ſtream, with curioſity, in- 
experience, vanity, &c. to ſwell the 
fails of her little bark, May heaven 
avert its ſhipwreck, and reſtore her 


to her much loved Mariamne, with 
unperverted taſte and uncorrupted 
manners. 5 | 


Daniel, being thus pleaſingly 
ſituated, ſtole by degrees into favour 
with two-thirds of the beaux efprits 
at the weſt end of the town. His 
| bro- 
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brother and ſiſters, however, kept 
themſelves at a mortifying diſtance: 
the doubtful character of the woman 
was the unſurmountable bar to the 
much deſired intercourſe, and he li- 
ved for ſome time a kind of alien to 
his own family. 


But as months paſſed away, and 
Daniel's life remained unchanged, 
the propagated ſtory of the lady's 
abundant fortune began to gain cre- 
dit, and inſenſibly ſoften the hearts 
of the moſt obdurate. A capital 
ſtroke towards the general reconcilia- 
tion was, indeed, ſtruck by the 
reputed Mrs. Perreau's repay- 
ment of zool. Daniel told her he 
had borrowed from his eldeſt ſiſters 
before and on his bankruptcy; a 
debt which, having obtained his cer- 
tificate, was certainly cancelled, and 
could only be hoped for, as an action 

5 
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ol extreme generoſity; and on a lit- 
1 tle indiſpoſition, to which the lady 
| was rather ſubject, Robert, by the ad- 
1 vice of all who were concerned, moſt 
| _ willingly attended as her apothecary. 
1 Her perſon, as 1 four already ob- 
1 ſerved, was exceedingly agreeable, 
1 her manners engaging : ſhe ſurpriſed, 
= ſhe pleaſed, ſhe intereſted him in 
3 her welfare; in ſo much that her 
6 | recovered health furniſhed her with 


| a plea of gratitude, that gave her 

| many opportunities of winning upon 
| his good opinion. Yet, though ad- 
1 vanced thus far, you will perhaps tell | ; 
l me it is beyond meaſure ſtrange 
| | that the induſtrious, the diſcreet Ro- j 
bert ſhould ever fall into the ſnare of | 
| their intimate connexion, His bro- 7 
ther's turn of mind had been exem- t 
plwkwlEfied in various inſtances, his princi- h 
8 | ples were in no degree unknown to. ei 

0 him, 
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him, and to find him connected with 
a woman of not only ſuſpicious, but 


notorious fame, and living in a wild 
extravagant manner, on the precari- 


ous, the contemptible foundation of 
her wealth, was a poor recommenda- 
tion; nevertheleſs, ſo it was. De- 
luded by falſe hopes of advantage, 


and impoſed upon by ſpecious repre- 
ſentations, he became what they were 


pleaſed to conſtitute him, and muſt 


pay the forfeiture. 


I do not wonder your little village 


rings with the big villainy, or that its 
inhabitants ſhould receive ſuch erro- 


neous accounts of the matter. Pre- 
judice and partiality ſpeak their own 
language, and fo far as the power of 
language extends, either waſh the E- 
thiop white, or aggravate his ſable 
hue. You may aſſure yourſelf, how- 
ever, that what I ſend you is ge- 
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nuine, and retail it to your neigh- 
bours in ſuch proportions as you 
think fit. But the advocates for vice 
muſt not hope to gain proſelytes, ex- 
cept amongſt the vicious, We may 
Pity, but we muſt condemn. We 
all know the right, and if we adopt 
the wrong for our rule of conduct, 


our choice will riſe in judgement 


againſt us; nor ſhall we find it an 
ealy taſk to perſuade mankind, that 
the ſteps we have voluntarily taken, 
are not agreeable to our inclinations, 


In conſequence of Robert Per- 
reau's report, and the viſible obliga- 
tions Daniel had incurred, the lady 
was at length viſited by the female 
part of the reputed huſband's rela- 
tions, who all confeſſed her very pre- 
poſſeſſing powers, and were far from 


diſinclined to be on a friendly footing 


with her. Her Iriſh deſcent was now 
drop- 
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dropped, and ſhe turned her claims 
on Scotland for right honourable an- 
ceſtry. But when we are unwilling 
to blame, we avoid ſcrutinizing the 
conduct; and every contradiction, 
every inconſiſtency was loſt in the 
perfections ſhe was really miſtreſs of. 
Daniel had a taſte for travelling, and 
Mrs. D. Perreau was able to conduct 
him through a country where ſhe 
had received a part of her education, 
and which ſhe had repeatedly viſited 
for her amuſement, 


An excurſion of this kind could 
not be carried into execution without 
expence. But what was expence to 
a man and woman of ſpirit, who had 
the power of gratifying their preſent 
humour, and the philoſophy to dilre- 
gard future events ? 


H 2 To 
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To Paris they went; whatever was 


ſplendid and elegant, was obtained 
for them. They found means to be 
admitted into ſeveral families of diſ- 
tinction; and had even the modeſty 
to exhibit themſelves at court: her 
fineſſe, and his pleaſantry, were ex- 
erciſed to ſupport what letters of cre- 
dit (God knows how got) had begun 
in their favour, and the name of Per- 
reau was pronounced, if not with ap- 
plauſe, at leaſt with actual approba- 
tion through three-fourths of Paris. 
French Flanders was likewiſe viGted 


by them, and they had ſome thoughts 


of extending their tour to Italy; but 
the lady's condition rendered it incon- 
venient for her to undertake the jour- 
_ ney, and ſhe returned to England 
from prudential conſiderations. 


As 


© ww tos © 


As the largeſt ſum, when finite, 


will not laſt for ever, her fund, on a 
review ſhe was called to take of it 


from an unexpected demand on Da- 


niel, was ſtrikingly leſſened, Some 
little domeſtick. bickerings, were the 
reſult, and ſhe inſiſted upon it he 
ſhould puſh his ſucceſs in the alley, 
in order to enable him to bear his 


| ſhare in their out-goings, or he 
ſhould have cauſe to repent it. Slie 


made Robert. her confident, and be- 
ſought him not only to aſſiſt his bro- 


ther with occaſional advice, but even 


to incite him to improve every lucky 
hit, that their fortune might ex- 


change precariouſneſs for perma- 


nency. 


There is no reſiſting the flattery of 


imputed ſuperiority, and the viſeſt 


hearts have been caught by being 


thus played upon: and as theſe pri- 
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vate converſations led to a diſcovery 
of the chances in favour, as well as 
disfavour of the adventurer, Robert's 
eye moſt unhappily dwelt lo long on 
the fair ſide of the proſpect, that he 
wholly loſt ſight of the formidable 
one. 8 


His own family was an expenſive 
one, and he felt a ſecret wiſh for ele- 
gance, which his: prudence had ever, 
till that period, ſtifled in its birth, If 
any thing could be done to ſupply the 
deficiencies of trade, and lift him 
above the common level of apotheca - 
ries, could he fail to rejoice? But 
then the hazards had their terrors for 
him, and he diſregarded the idea of 
the one, to ſecure himſelf from the 
dread of the other. Daniel perceived 
the growing intimacy between the 
lady and his brother with unſpeak able 
pleaſure; and though without com- 


ing | 
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ing to an explanation with her, took 
_ every. poſſible method to promote 
their, tete-a-tetes: nay, indeed, fo 
perfectly did they contrive to under- 
ſtand one another, that they pulled 
together in every artful manceuvre z 
and without comparing notes, mu— 
tually looked forward to the acqui- 
lition of ſome capital point. 


Ah! Mariamne, let co one, for 
Robert Perreau's ſake, take upon 
him to ſay thus far will 1 proceed, 
and no farther, Numberleſs contin- 
gencies, when we tread the path of 
temptation, concur to betray us, and 
our only real A is in flying the 
poſſible evil. 


„ 1 me hopes of ſeeing your 
brother in London. I ſhall impati- 
ently wait the confirmation of ſuch 
agreeable news, for I conſider Mr, 


H 4 4 
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Bridgwater as the counter part of my 
Mariamne, and beſides his own par- 
ticular merits, honour and eſteein 
him for his reſemblance, his near re- 
lationſhip, to the firſt friend of my 


affections. 
I am, &c. 


THEODOSIA, 
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LETTER 


AM pleaſed, my dear girl, that our 
ſentiments are ſo truely correſpon- 
dent on every occaſion. You already. 
tell me you penetrate the artifice prac- 
tiſed on Robert Perreau's too credu- 
lous nature, and have followed him- 
with your mind's eye, through all the 
melancholy conſequences of his fall: 
from integrity, before I have pre- 
ſented you with their deſcription. 
What was downright wantonnels in 
Daniel, was deſperation in Robert; 
the laſt reſource of error and misfor- 
tune, and the dangerous effort of 
diſtreſs to obviate impending ruin, 
But the-remedy, as in all ſuch caſes, 
than the diſcaſe. 
Ruined fortune might have been re- 
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trieved, the tears of mortification 
wiped away; he had many friends, 
much judgment in his profeſſion, and 
to have begun the world again, would 
have been a light calamity to an igno- 
minious exit, or at beft a baniſhment 
that can terminate only with his life. 


Robert's reputation in his profeſſion, 
and the valuable connections that pro- 
feſlion gave him an opportunity of 
forming, made him an eligible, nay 
a deſirable auxiliary to parties whoſe 
chariot wheels were liable to be occa- 
ſionally ſet faſt in the mire of ill for- 
tune; and where neither the lady's 

| jewels, nor the gentleman's wit were 
_ of ſufficient efficacy to extricate them 
from their difficulties. Having, how- 
ever, once adverted to this as a favour- 

ite, it was ſoon ſeen in the light of a 
neceſſary point, and as the moſt ef- 
fectual lure, their ſucceſſes were ſpread 
| out 
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out with all imaginable oſtentation, 


their diſappointments artfully con- 
cealed. Thus Robert's virtue was 


ſhaken, He conſidered with himſelf, 
how many pair of ſtairs mult he aſcend 


and deſcend, before he could attain to- 


an hundredth part of the gold a kind 


of magick caſt was ever throwing into 


their laps ; but it was, though a gain- 
ful, a hazardous occupation, and he 
would think no more of it. The re- 
ſolving not to think of any particular 


matter is next to a reſolution of employ- 


ing the mind conſtantly thereon. He 
was puzzled, he was tortured; but his 


fears got the better of his hopes, and 


he hugged himſelf as if delivered from 
ſome impending evil. Mr. Daniel 
Perreau was again indiſpoſed, and his. 
cloſe attendance again became indiſ- 
penſable. The more he ſaw of his bro- 
ther's affluence, the more he was diſ- 
turbed, and his boys ſeemed to re- 
H 6 proach- 
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proach his timidity in neglecting to 
proſecute the means of making their 
fortunes. Thus prepared, the lady at 
length began her attack; the obliga- 
tions ſhe had to him, would not per- 
mit her to let him go untold of the 
good fortune within his reach, if he 
had only the courage to extend his 
hand. Mr. Perreau, ſhe obſerved, 
began with little, and he ſaw how that 
little was increaſed until he could com- 
mand all he wiſhed. They were twin 
brothers, and ſhe entreated ſhe might 
be an humble inſtrument of conſtitu- 
ting them firm friends ; that their good 
| ſucceſs might be reciprocal, and their 
amity only terminate with their exiſt- 
ence. Such generolity merited and 
obtained his beſt thanks. He had all 
the diſpoſitions, but the firſt ſtep 
ſeemed lo conſequential that he dared 
not to take it, ill calculated as he 


knew himſelf by nature to fuſtain an 
adyerſe 
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adverſe ſhock. But what the poet 
ſays of us women, may with equal 


propriety in many inſtances be applied 


to the men, (viz.) That © to delibe- 


© rate is to be loſt;” for when once 


the flattering fide of the proſpect 
has ſtruck our fancy, nothing but 
actual experience of clouds and tem- 
peſts, thoſe greateſt of deformities, 
ever occur to the imagination. Poor 
Mrs. Perreau had ndt the leaſt idea of 
her huſband's weakneſs or ambition: 
ſhe found indeed more liberal ſupplies, 
was encouraged to alter the ſtile of her 
entertainments, and improve her at. 
all times genteel appearance—her chil- 
dren were alſo put on morerefined ſtu- 
dies, and the tout enſemble was ſuch as 
beſpoke the moſt affluent circum- 
cumſtances. But as we are very apt 
to believe what we wiſh to be true, 
ſhe took his word for the reported in- 
creaſe of his buſineſs, and the conſi- 
derable 
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derable preſents he told her were made 
him, and reſolved to enjoy what 


heaven was pleaſed ſo ate to 
beſtow. 


Mrs. D. Perreau ſo dexterouſly 
topped her part, that, though Ro- 
bert's wife might not be deceived 
as to her real condition, all the world 
beſide began to think ſhe was Daniel's 
wife, Her young family appeared to 
engage much of her tender care, but 
the fact was, that ſhe ſpent a larger 
portion of her time at her toilet, than 
in her nurſery, 


So progreſſive are human views, 
and our bleſſings fo comparatively 
only make us happy, that the houſe 
in Pall Mall, though from being 
greatly ſuperior to a little lodging, 
it had once been deemed an acquiſi- 
tion, yet was now conſidered as a 

paltry 
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paltry place, and nothing leſs than the 
ſquares, or ſome of the beſt ſtreets 
leading to them, appeared to be either 
the fit or the eligible ſituation. When 
purchaſers are announced, the commo- 
dity, from the neceſſity of the times, 
is ſoon brought to market. An ele- 
gant houſe in Harley Street was of- 
fered them, the price only 4500]. the 
bargain was ſoon concluded, for it was 
any body's money, and inſtant orders 
were given for fitting it up in a 6 gs 
tuous manner. 

A coach became the next appen- 
dage neceſſary to their happineſs ! 
they accordingly beſpoke one, which 
was to be built in the neweſt taſtes 
and to coſt only 150l.. 


To people in contecd life ſomething 
more was ſtill wanting. Perſons of 
this caſt, my dear, cannot exiſt in this 

3 metro- 
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metropolis more than one part of the 
year, A country houſe was therefore 


| hired at Hadley, and the gardens laid 


out to the utmoſt of their capabihties, 
for convenience, beauty and proſpect. 
All theſe acquirements went deep into. 
the limited ſum. The lady's jewels. 
frequentedly travelled from home, and 
fome one or other of her good friends. 
as frequently reſtored them to her poſ- 
ſeſſion. But at length being a little 
hard puſhed, ſhe begged leave to 
make a viſit to Scotland, intimating 


that ſhe was confident ſhe ſhould not 


return from thence empty handed. 
To Scotland therefore ſhe went; but 
during her abſence the wheel of for- 


tune making an unlucky round; 
Daniel was reduced to the diſagreea- 


ble neceſſity of borrowing a few of her 
moveables to fave himſelf from dif- 
reputation. She was hurt, ſhe was 
alarmed ; but having intereſt with a 

Certain. 


MESS. PE RRE AU. 161 
certain gentleman, a relation, whoſe 
fortune is ſaid to equal the fortune 
of a nabob, ſhe ſoon repaired all her 


loſſes, and recovered her harmony of 
temper. 


New experiments were tryed in the 
alley, and for a time produced their 
deſired effect. But a little accident 


happening, Rohert received a haſty 


ſummons to attend them, and his 
heart ſunk within him, from the ap- 


prehenſion that they were undone. 
Inſtead, however, of the melancholy 


faces and dejected ſpirits he expected 
to have encountered, he found the 
circumſtance which ſat ſo heavy on 
his mind, mentioned by them as the 
common lot of all who dared to de- 
part from the common track, and their 
whole anxiety was how to retrieve 
it. Many ſchemes were formed, and 
rejected in the ſame inſtant. The lady 
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was to exert her influence with her 


friends, and then the whiſper of diſap- 
pointment ſhould not tranſpire—They 


would mortgage their houſe, but that 
ſuch a ftep would betray what they 
wiſhed ſhould be inviolably ſecret and 
at length they reſted their eyes on 
Robert, as if expecting him to aſſiſt 


their too feeble invention, 


Robert was aſhamed to acknowledge 
the diſtreſs he ſo poignantly felt: ir 
was he obferved a mutual concern, 
and they therefore could have little 
doubt of his beſt wiſhes for obviating. 
the impediments to their happineſs, 
all unable as he was to deviſe the- 
means. The means were pointed out 
to him in too explicit terms for them 


to be miſunderſtood, and after a fe 


demurs and heſitations, he conſented 
to obtain the neceſſary ſum on his own 
credit. A. Mr. BE in the neigh- 

bourhood 
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bourhood of St. Anne's was applied to 
by him, in a careleſs eaſy manner, for 


 1000l., Mr. B. was ſincerely ſorry 


he could not accommodate him, but 


happened to be ſomewhat out of caſh ; 


half the ſum was, however, heartily at 


his ſervice. A Mr. L. ſupplied the de- 
ficiency, and thus the bugbear ruin 
was for once chaſed out of their ſight, 


But alas! my dear Mariamne, theſe 
kind of victories are generally ſhort 
lived, and it would be well if every 


honeſt man would let his firſt depar- 


ture from propriety be his laſt, Robert 


knew that even this his firſt eſſay 
would bring him into great inconve- 
niencies; the thouſand pounds were 
obtained by a breach of veracity, and 
could alone be repayed by a breach 


of probity; all the money, or nearly 


all he was worth, was ſettled on his 


wite, and he was in no degree igno- 
rant 
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rant of Daniel's air-built ſtructures : 
his furniture, and other little effects 
might be able to anſwer his engage- 


ments, but not without pulling his 


family to pieces, expoſing them to 
contempt, and by leſſening himſelf in. 
the publick eſtimation, probably de- 
prive them of every means of ſubſi- 


ſence; it was nevertheleſs done, and: 


could not be recalled, and as reflection: 
was painful to him, he had recourſe 
to the worſt of all remedies, diſſipa- 
tion but the poſt-man is waiting for 
this epiſtle, 1 can therefore only add 


that 


I am, &c. . 
THEODOSIA. 


A LETTER 


MESS. PERREAU. 16; 


LETTER XI. 


RS. D. Perreau was too well read 

in the human heart not to per- 
ceive the conflict Robert had endured 
in conſequence of the little unfavour- 
able incident which could not be con- 
cealed from him; fearful therefore 
left he ſhould ſlip through her fin- 


gers, and inſtead of purſuing the me- 
teor ambition, reſt himſelf and future 


dependance on the firm ground of his 
ſhop, ſhe redoubled her diligence in 
heating his imagination. Like the 
quacks we meet with in our public 
prints, not a ſingle character that had 
gained a fortune in the alley, was 


left out of her catalogue ; but all who 


had been undone, were conſigned to 
_ perpetual oblivion. It was her wiſh, 


ſhe ſaid, that they ſhould proſecute 
their 
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their plan only ſo long as their fortune 
was incompleat ; and therefore it was 
in her opinion adviſeable, that they 
might not be tempted to go beyond 
the mark, to limit the ſum of their 
deſires, and deſiſt the moment that was 
obtained, 


This propoſal was highly approved 
by the brothers: 20,000]. were men- 
tioned, but found too little: 30,000]. 
promiſed more than it could perform: 
40, oc ol. would enable them to keep a 


coach and four; and under 50,0001. 


a ſet of horſes could not be thought 


of: but as leſs than fifty might lift 


one brother into parliament, and con- 
ſtitute the other an agent as well as an 
apothecary, as a proof of their mo- 
deſty and moderation, on which they 
ſeverally complimented each other, 
they reſolved to fit down fatisfied as 

ſoon 
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ſoon as they had obrained the emi- 
nence of 40,000]. 


A train of ſucceſſes enabled them 
to realize a ſum, though much inferior 
to that they aſpired to, far above 
their moſt flattering expectations. It 
was then they fancied the good time 


to whip and cut, in order to reach the 


goal; in proportion therefore to every 
additional advantage, they embarked 
deeper and deeper, as if by faſcination 
or thirſting for deſtruction. 


The moſt timid frequently become 
the boldeſt adventurers. - Robert, 
though he had ſtarted with caution, 
and was for ſome time deſirous of pro- 
ceeding by flow and certain ſteps, be- 
came ſo eager for the completion of 
their wiſhes, that he was for over- 


leaping the difficulties he could not 


remove, 
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remove, until it became every = 
but anz the public. 


Robert- 8 heed began to grow giddy, 
from his near view of the precipice z 
but if it was dangerous to advance, 
it was impoſſible to retreat. Their 
perſonal credit was pretty well ſtrained, 
and they were convinced, that in or- 
der to obtain future ſums, and eſcape 
inſult, they muſt offer ſomething like 
a conſideration in their future applica- 
tions. 


The lady remarked, by way of pre- 
paration, that one half of the world 
live on the credit of the other; paper 

was very convenient; and Daniel ex- 

preſſed a wiſh that they could hit on 
ſome expedient, which, while it ſhould 
enable them to retrieve what they had 
loſt, would ſecure their friends from 
ſmarting 
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ſmarting for the kind aſſiſtance they 
had lent them. 


Mrs. D. Perreau was miſtreſs of 
much ingenuity, and they all agreed 
that a bond, with a reſponſible name, 
for a given time, if duely taken up, 
could be no injury to any one; nay, 
with a little circumſpection, might be 
conſtituted a never- failing reſource for 
them in an hour of extremity. Ro- 
bert was for throwing in an J; if 
they ſhould be unable to honour 
them; but the if was laughed out of 
countenance ; for in caſes of exigence, 
they muſt ſtrain every nerve to pre- 
ferve themſelves harmleſs, and keep 
this paper circulation open to their 
uſe, when every other avenue —_— 
be ſhut 9 them. 


The next matter of important de- 
liberation was whoſe name they ſhould 
I make 


— — 
2 ßI„lßt r OOO RE TT I EET WL. 
4 


— — 


15o MEMOIRS OF 


make free with; an enemy's would 


be truely dangerous, but a friend's, 


even admitting the very worſt, ad- 
mitting that the time might come 
when they ſhould be incapable of 
keeping their payment, a friend would 
overlook. the liberty, and if properly 
indemnified, never divulge the mea- 
ſures they had been . pur- 
ſue. 


Not a man on nh ſeemed to an- 
Ta their idea of a friend in extre- 
mity, like Mr. A. he was attached to 


all the. parties, had rejoiced in their 
_ proſperity, and would, they doubted 


not, be their ſheet anchor in a day of 
adverſity. The die once caſt, they 
muſt abide the conſequences. The 


firſt bond uttered, and dignified with 


Mr. A.'s ſignature, was redeemed 
the day before it became due, by the 
Utterance of a ſecond, and they fat 

4 down 
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down in happy ſecurity. But whe- 


ther the imitation of Mr. A.*s ſigna- | 
ture was a Zrick the lady had got, or 


whether her trial of ſkill was an acci- 
dent, does not clearly appear; but 


that the executive part of the buſineſs 
was the work of her pen, her own 


confeſſion renders indiſputable. 


Her confidence on this occaſion in 
Mr. A. is variouſly accounted for by 


the public; but I believe it is well 


known that nothing but the melan- 
choly conviction of the contrary, 
could have perſuaded her that Mr. A. 


was capable of doingor faying any- 


thing to her prejudice; it is therefore 
generally imagined that he was ſur- 
priſed into the conduct he has por 
nn. 4 


Sir T. F. whom fame FRET AR 
ever ready on ſuitable terms to aſſiſt 
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the diſtreſſed, on repeated applications . 
anſwered their deſired purpoſe. His 
reaſons for relying ſo implicitly on 
Mr. A.'s ſignature, appeared, though 
private, to be very ſtrong ones; inſo- 
much, that he could not ſuppreſs his 
aſtoniſhment even when examined, 


that he ſhould have given Perreau up 


to a criminal proſecution. 


During all this time, though the 
tide ſeemed but little inclined to turn 
in their favour, they lived the eafieſt 


___ and happieſt of lives; no abatement 


in their expence, no retrenchment in 
their elegancies. Daniel, the father 
of three little children, was wholly 
unconcerned, and Robert, though 
bleſſed with two fine boys, one four- 
teen, the other ſeven years old, an in- 
fant daughter, and an amiable wife, 
ſpoke peace to his feelings, and bid 

_ defiance 
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defiance to every obtruding * 
henſion. 


I have thus, my dear, brought theſe 
unhappy men, thoſe examples of our 
falſe taſte, and thoſe teſtimonies of 
ſucceſsleſs miſconduct, to the point 
where our public prints take them up ; 
TI ſhall therefore now throw aſide my 
pen until the day of public trial. 


The miſeries of Robert's family, 
though a natural theme for me who 
have given you the preceding circum- 

ſtances of that family's manner of life, 
are much too diſtreſsful to be dwelt 

upon. The criminal is a juſt object of 
diſgrace, and of puniſhment, but the 
innocent—heavens! who can refuſe 
the innocent a tear? or think of their 
ſufferings without the 2 ſym- 
c pathy * ? 


13 I ſhall, 
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I ſhall, my dear Mariamne, be im- 
patient for the event ; the completion 
of their guilt is ſuch that commerce 
forbids all mercy. But an Engliſh 
Jury will tenderly decide; and whilſt 
they preſerve the even hand of juftice, 
admit every poſſible mitigation into 
the ſcale. 


But ſhould you wiſh me to give you 
the particulars of their detection and 
detention, you ſhall receive an epiſtle 
for that purpoſe. I will not leave my 
little labours what you may conceive 
incomplete; for the preſent, however, 
you muſt allow me to advert to my 
own concerns, and acquaint you that I 
have had a viſit from your brother. 
He looks uncommonly well, and is in 
good ſpirits. I mentioned the letters 
'T had ſent you, as ſuppoſing he was 
no ſtranger to the ſubje& of them, 


and he aſſures me, that as his conti- 
nuance 


MESS. PERRE A U. 175 
nuance in London will enable him to 
render me that ſervice, he will not only 
himſelf attend the trial of the Perreaus, 
but furniſh me with a faithful account 
of every ſubſequent circumſtance; ſo 
that we ſhall neither be deceived by 
the idle repreſentations of fame, nor 
the partiality of a particular party. 
We will then judge the truths as they 
riſe to our view, and afterwards let the 
perpetual veil drop from the pen of 
humanity, if drop it muſt, upon them. 
forever, I am, my dear girl, 


Tours, &c. &c. 


THEODOSIA. 
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LETTER XIII. 
A GREEABLY to your deſire, my 
dear Mariamne, I now ſend you 
the particulars of the Perreaus? laſt 
ſteps previous to, and the circum- 
ſtances of, their commitment to priſon. 


Having carried on their practice of 
uttering one bond for the redemption 
of another for ſome time, and no ray 
of good fortune darting through the 
gloom, they were compelled to ven- 
ture a little farther. Dr. Brooke, a 
friend of Daniel's, was tendered a bond 
of three thouſand and odd pounds, 
with Mr. A. “s ſignature, and requeſted 
to advance the moncy. The Doctor 
would have declined complying with 
his requeſt, but could not handſomely. 
Daniel pleaded neceſſity in excuſe for 

his 
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his conduct, and obtained thirteen 
| Tool. bills on the bank of Aire, on the 

above ſecurity. They were alſo no 


leſs than 9, oool. in arrear with Sir 
T. F. notwithſtanding every poſſible 


means had been tried to reduce that 


capital obligation, by ſimilar, though 
leſs important, treſpaſſes. to the par- 
ties, who are ſuppoſed to have deter- 
mined to fit down with the loſs of 
their property, rather than proſecute 
them to death. 


Mr. D. who had a perſonal kind- 
neſs for Robert, and thought, highly 
of his principles, lent him 1406]. on 
his own note; on the eredit of paying 
which ſum down at a jeweller's in 
Pall mall, they obtained valuables to- 
the amount of 3,000]. though for 
what purpoſe has not appeared, unleſs 
as a reſource in caſes of the laſt extre- 
mity. 
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They were now 1o hard puſhed, 


that the queſtion abſolutely became of 


no leſs importance, than whether they 
ſhould fly, or at all hazards maintain 


thier ground? When from extrava- 
gant, from mad hopes, in deſpite of all 


Probability of better days, after many 
arguments pro and con, they made 
choice of the latter. Robert, whoſe 


Features were the features of honeſty, 
however his heart failed to correſpond 


with them, was fixed upon to execute 
their grand ſtroke of buſineſs. He 
accordingly ordered himſelf, in the 
courſe of his morning viſitation of his 


Patients, to be driven to Mr. D. the 


banker, and preſenting that gentle- 


man a bond for 7,000]. odd, with 
Mr. A.*s ſignature, begged him to do 


him the favour of advancing him 
5,000l. to anſwer ſome preſſing oc- 
caſions. 


1 Mr. 
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Mr. D. as the day of payment was 


not a remote one, nor the loan re- 


queſted in any degree ſingular, aſked 


to look at the bond; but on viewing 
the ſignature, from ſuppoſing Robert 


unconcerned in whatever mal- practices 


might be detected, without a mo- 
ment's heſitation, declared he did not 
think it was Mr. A. 's hand- writing, 
adding, that he fancied Robert did 
not ſee him witneſs the bond. Robert 

replied in the negative, and ſo far was 

perfectly ſafe; but on Mr. D.'s de- 


ſiring him to call on Mr. A. and aſk. 


the queſtion, for their mutual ſatis- 


faction, (and it is preſumable, after 
conſulting with his brother and the 


lady) he had moſt unhappily the har- 


dineſs to return and tell Mr. D. he 


had been ſo fortunate as to meet with 
Mr. A. before he took his morning's 
ride, (as was his cuſtom) and that he 
had acknowledged the ſignature, and 

I 6 put 


. f 
2 —<— ——- 4 — „„ —— . 8 — — „7 A AA — INTRA . 
= 05> whats Ri OT - - — > — — —— — — — — — — — cnc 4 * > Sabo + - 23 
on Ss OY = — — — » — > ey — u- — 5 - v — 2 - _—_ 
<=2x= — 4 D n — — — So mm — 5 - = l wa — 
— —— — — — — 


j 
1 
L 
3 
. 
be 
* 
1 
5 
i 
by. 
: Wl 
# j 
* 
Wd 
Bb 
ts f 
1 
— 


— — 22 
— * — * 
— 2 1 YZ N — — : 8 T — — — 2 — 
— . 4 > T Xo EEE I —— — * — — I — — —— 
— — E * * 7 3 F 0 > wh » ae Ars EF. en — = 
3 — — Cr 2 =. OO TIER... n 8 . 2 ts — > e CE Fe oy - 
2 — 7 4 n 2 — . >, WH 3; : 
DD - ara ny = ot 
. My EEE DTS Co os 


; 
4 


wn 


= £32 
— 12 2 
. 1 


2 r 


APG 


180 MEMOIRS Of 


put the validity of the bond beyond 


all doubt. Mr. D. then deſired he 
would entruſt him with it, that he 
might take his brother's opinion, the 
ſum being too conſiderable for him 
to chooſe to advance it without his 
knowledge and concurrence. 


Robert readily agreed to this pro- 


poſal, and did not repeat his viſits un- 


til the expiration of the appointed 
time ; but as Mr. D. from what had 
paſſed, was enabled to calculate the 
hour he might expect Robert, and on 
a re- examination of the bond, being 
more than ever confirmed in his ſuſpi- 
cion that the ſignature was not of 
Mr. A.'s hand-writing, he had the pre- 
caution to ſend to Mr. A. 's houſe, at 
once to inform him of his intention of 
calling upon him the next morning, 
and to entreat that he might find him 

* 
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at home, as his buſineſs was of much 


conſequence. 


Theſe particulars were, however, un- 


known to Robert, who imagined Mr. 
A. was in the country, and would not 
return till the matter was ſettled: the 
truth indeed was, that Mr. A. was 


on an accidental viſit to London, and 


intended for ſo ſhort a one, that if 


he had not received Mr. D. 's very 


preſſing meſſage, he would have left 


town that very night. Robert there- 


fore, inſtead of the hoped for advance, 
received an account of Mr. D.'s fur- 


ther diſſatisfactions reſpecting the 


bond, which was concluded with his 


ſaying, he ſuppoſed he would have 
no objection to go with him to Mr. A. 
as he muſt have that gentleman's 


acknowledgement of the ſignature, 


before he accommodated him with the 


deſired ſum. TT | 
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D. believing him to be much rather 
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To this propoſition. alſo Robert 
willingly agreed, and as his chariot 
was at the door, deſired it might be 


a convenience for both of them, and 


they were accordingly conveyed'! in it 
to Mr. A. 37.89 2. 


Whatever chagrin or fatpriſe Ro- 
bert's heart might experience on hear- 
ing Mr. A. was at home is uncertain ; - 
but he had the addreſs to preſerve his 


countenance unchanged. They were 
uſhered into an apartment and the 
bond was exhibited, all knowledge 
of which Mr. A. diſclaimed, and pro- 


nounced the ſignature a fraudulent 
imitation of his hand, &c. Robert, 
with a moſt ſingular preſence of mind, 


affected great conſternation: he had 
been finely duped indeed; but would 
make an example of the parties, and 


bring them to juſtice. Mr. A. and 


3 
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a deceived than a wicked man, per- 
mitted him to depart without the leaſt 
interuption. Mr. D. however, re- 
tained the bond. This piece of intel- 
Jigence, which Robert in great diſ- 
ſtraction of mind communicated, had 
a very unpleaſing effect on the minds 
of Daniel and his lady: and after 
ſome little debate, it was determin- 
ed, that the wiſeſt ſtep they could 
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take, was to remove themſelves, at by 
leaſt for a time, from public obſerva- 1 


tion. For this purpoſe, they all three 
got into a hackney- coach, and were 
conveyed, by their own orders, ſo far 
on their journey as to the corner of a I . 
ſtreet near Bloomſbury Square; when 
Robert having revolved the conſequen- 
ces of his diſappearance, viz. total loſs 
of buſineſs, if not of reputation, told 
them, he recollected ſome particular 
place it would be prudent for him to 
call at, and begged they would wait, 
pq on 
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184 ME MOIRS OF 
on the ſpot where they ſet him down, 
for his return. Having gained this 
point, he thought his work more than 
half completed; and calling on Mr. 
D. an attorney in that neighbourhood, 
he took him with him to Bou“ ſtreet, 
in order to inform Sir. John Fielding 
of the fraud that had been impoſed 
upon him, and the part he had taken 
in its utterance. Sir John was not in 
1 town; but juſtice Addington, who 
[; was fitting at the time, having re- 
ceived his depoſition, and finding the 
bond was ſtill in Mr. D.'s cuſtody, 
diſpatched one meſſenger to delire 
his attendance, and another to fetch 
Mrs. R. whom Robert had difcovered 
not to be his brother's wife, and di- 
reed where ſhe might be met with. 
Unſuſpicious of the part Robert had 
"ated, Mrs. R. was no ſooner required 
to appear in Bow-ſtreet, than ſhe 
gave Daniel a look to eſcape; whieh 
| he 


+ | 
| 
1 | 
1 
—1 11 
1 
b 

| 

| 
j 
{ 

! 

{ 

| 


MESS. PERREAU. 185 


he accordingly did, by reſigning the 
coach to her, as the man had no or- 
ders to detain him. Mrs. R. was in- 
troduced with very little ceremony, 
and when ſhe found Robert there, her 
long profeſſed friend and very parti- 
cular favourite, in the character of her 
accuſer, her aſtoniſhment was ſo great, 
that ſhe was unable to ſpeak a word. 


Mr. D. being arrived, was queſtioned 


as to his knowledge of the matter, 
and juſtice Addington gathered ſuffi- 
cient from his replies, to think it ne- 


ceſſary to detain the gentleman as well 


as the lady. 


A hve was diſpatched, requeſting 


Sir John Fielding's attendance; bur 


as the day was far ſpent, and he was 


convinced there was good ground for 


their detention till morning, he ſent 
word he ſhould defer their examination 
till that period. 


In 
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186 MEMOIRS OF 
In Sir John's way to town, he met 
Dr. B. who was his acquaintance, and 
being aſked the reaſon of his ſudden 
return, he mentioned the expreſs he 
had received; the Doctor, with great 
ſurpriſe, confeſſed himſelf a party 
concerned, telling the circumſtance 


of the bills on the bank of Aire, he 
had been prevailed upon to lend Da- 


niel: Sir John then inſiſted on taking 
his depoſition, and legally injoined 
him to attend their examination. 


Sir John Fielding's firſt care, was 


to ſend to all Daniel's haunts, in or- 
der to his apprehenſion, but without 
ſucceſs; and it was in contemplation 
to diſpatch expreſſes to all the out- 
ports for his detention, if he ſhould 
attempt to get abroad. This ſtep was 


ſoon found to be needleſs, by a meſ- 
ſage from the keeper of Tothil-fields 


Bridewell, who, on Daniel's coming 


WS 


MESS. PERRE AU. 1287 
to viſit his brother, had denied him 
egreſs until he had orders from the 
bench. | 


The curioſity of the public was 
now ſo abundantly excited, and the 
crowd of witneſſes, &c. expected to 
be ſo great, that Sir John thought it 


adviſable to ſit in the court of King's 


Bench, in the Weſtminſter Guild- 


was prodigious, | 


Mrs. R. being thus brought into 


fo critical a ſituation, by the treachery 
of a man in whom ſhe had the utmoſt 


confidence, begged, as an act of na- 


tural ſelf preſervation, to be admitted 
an evidence for the crown, and was 
ſworn. accordingly. 


By her depoſition, the brothers 
loſt much of the public compaſſion ; 


but 


hall, and the number of ſpectators 
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but how far the teſtimony of a woman 


under ſevere provocations, and moſt 
dangerouſly ſituated; ſo knowing in 
the arts of life, and ſo tenacious as all 


her ſubſequent actions have proved 


her of the appearance of meriting 
well, ought to be regarded, 1s left to 


the caſuiſts to determine. Every one, 


F dare believe, has their private judge- 
ment. But as the ſacrifice of her life 


was not eſſential to the preſervation 
of Robert's, for he might have got 


away under the ſame happy auſpices 
with. Mrs. R. it was ſurely an un- 
manly, not to call it a worſe action, 


to give up his coadjutor, and be- 
tray a wretch to death, who had ſpent 


her laſt ſhilling on his brother, and 


had three little infants to demand her 
care and ſhare her ignominy. But 
Robert's departure from all character, 


is leſſened (if I may ſo expreſs my- 
ſelf) in our deteſtation, when we be- 
| hold 
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hold Daniel, the father of Mrs. R.'s 
infants, joining in this attempt to 
deſtroy a woman who had been pro- 
fuſe in kindneſſes to him; who would 


have ſhared his ill as ſhe had ſhared 


his good fortune, and preferred ba- 
niſhment, nay in all probability have 
embraced death itſelf, if death had 


awaited him, rather than have become 


the author of his conviction. I own 


T think Mrs, R.'s caſe, as ſhe calls 


her news-paper publication, ought 
not by any means to have been print- 
ed till after the unhappy men had re- 
ceived a fair trial; for the minds of 

a jury to give an impartial verdict 
muſt be wholly unprejudiced. It is 
nevertheleſs my opinion, that much 
ſhould be allowed for the feelings of 
an enraged woman, abandoned, be- 
trayed by the man to whom ſhe had 
attached herſelf, and to paſs for yum 
| "©" e 
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190 MEMOIRS OF 
wife was her 8955 glory and . 
tion. 


To prove her a bad woman, was a 


ſtroke of falſe policy in Robert; for 


in proportion as he knew her an alien 
to principle and an apoſtate from vir- 


tue, he was cenſurable for being con- 
nected with her, drawing with her in 


the public, by receiving and acknow- 


ledging her the wife of his brother, 
when he was ſenſible their union de- 


ſerved the moſt opprobrioas epithets, 
The news of Robert's detention broke 
like a clap of thunder on poor Mrs. 
Perreau's head, and threw his ſiſter 
into the moſt diſtreſſing conſterna- 


tion; but whether the reports of Mrs. 


Perreniy? s inſanity, in conſequence 
thereof, have any real foundation, I 
cannot take upon me to aſcertain. 


the ſame trammels,' and for years fa- 
vouring the deception ſhe paſſed. on 


The 


! 
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The judges are at preſent abſent, 
from town upon their circuit, ſo that 


it will be ſome time before they are 


brought to the final determination of 
their caſe; but the public in general 
ſeem to entertain very little idea of 
their eſcaping what is called their 
Juſt 6 


I need not obſerve to you, that 
their crime is of ſuch a nature, as 


to leave but ſmall hope either to 
themſelves or friends; and I can only 


moſt ſincerely wiſh them the reſig- 
nation of penitence, and the contri- 


tion of Piety. 


Tour brother, by my deſire, will 
tell you more of the gay world than 
Tam able to do, notwithſtanding my 
ſo much longer acquaintance with it; 


but I hate your incoherent, your ab- 


ſurd ſubjects, and am happy when 1 


can 
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can ſecure ge from engaging in 


Ihope it will not be long before I 
am permitted to return to you, and - 
that more eſpecially, as my polite re- 


lation is at length convinced that 


my ruſticity is incorrigible; that I 
am perverſely reſolved to make uſe of 


| my ſenſes, and judge things as they 


really are, in ſpite of all the colour- 
ings of folly, the inſinuations of flat- 
tery, and the artful deceptions of 
the beau monde.” „ e | 


1 am, my a as uſual, 
THEODOSIA. 
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LETTER XIV, 


EASE, I beſeech you, my dear 
Mariamne, to meaſure ' other 


minds by your own. Conſcious inno- 


_ cence is, I grant you, impatient of de- 
lay, and tells moments for hours, un- 


til appearances and realities bear a 
ſimilar complexion ; but to thoſe who 


have departed from the line of juſt 


conduct, and are under the diſagree- 
able neceſſity of reſting their hopes of 
ſecurity on legal dexterity, every addi- 
tional demur, every improveable over- 
fight, is a Wenn acquiſition. | 


The report runs, that the learned 
Judge who. preſided at the Seffions- 


Houſe, obſerved, with marks 'of dif- 


_ pleaſure, that the trial of the Perreaus 
did not come this ſeſſions within the 
K letter 
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letter of his commiſſion, for that to 


clear Newgate was his buſineſs, not to 


call the priſoners of other jails before 


him, who, from the nature of their 
ſituation, were underſtood not to be 
prepared for paſſing the judicial or- 
deal. But you do not expect me to 
be very expert at theſe kind of deci- 
ſions, ſo that whether a certain great 
magiſtrate wilfully or indulgently 
committed a blunder in not ordering 
their timely removal to Newgate, or 
whether the learned Judge availed 


himſelf of an unuſual privilege, to 


avoid ſo fatiguing a taſk as the trial of 
theſe offenders, I muſt refer you to 
ſome more able counſellor than my- 
ſelf for determination; but true it is, 
as the news-papers have already in- 
formed you, that the cauſe will not be 


brought to hearing theſe ſix weeks. 


Yet, however your curioſity may be 


ungratified 1 in this particular inſtance, 


I haye 
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J have a few matters, toutes nouvelles, 
to preſent you, on a ſubject cloſely 
connected with the object of your en- 
quiries. wt. ol : 


The elegant, the accompliſhed lady, 
who for ſome years, by her cohabita- 
tion with D. Perreau, and the aſſump- 
tion of his name, paſſed through life 
with tolerable credit, from the too 
common error of nice minds, viz. the 
endeavouring to ſhew eo much, has 
only proved her own inability to pro- 
duce any thing in her favour, except, 

as I have already obſerved, the ſingle 
circumſtance of the Perreaus' ill treat- 
ment of her; for admitting the very 
worſt that can be urged againſt her, 
they were not deceived as to her true 
character, and therefore the part ſhe 
took in their private tranſaCtions, 
| ſhould have been a virtue in their 
K 2 ſight, 
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ſight, and accordingly N by 
them. 


It is not a little remarkable, that 
Mrs. Rudd, who continues to claim a 
genteel, though ſhe has now thought 
proper to difclaim a noble deſcent, 
ſhould be wholly unknown to the 
public until ſhe was ſtarted as a wo- 
man of ſpirit, and had bid adieu to 
thoſe reſtraints which conſtitute the 
eligible, the amiable companion. 


If you talk with gentlemen, you 
hear of her agreeable perſon and 
pleaſing accompliſhments, (for the la- 
dies decline confeſſing the moſt diſtant 
acquaintance with her) but the gen- 
tlemen, my dear, are ſtrangers to her 


origin, unleſs from her own report, 


and now give her out for the daugh- 
ter of nobility, now for the offspring 
of an untitled man of rank, as ſhe 

herſelf 
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herſelf ſet forth at the different pe- 
riods of her examination, and ſelf- 
exhibition in the public prints. 


Mrs. Rudd has indeed advanced one 


tenet in what ſhe calls her cafe, per- 
fectly new and ſingular. Mrs. Per- 
reau, ſhe obſerves, knew ſhe was not 
the wife of her huſband's brother, 
adding, ſhe conſiders it as the greateſt 


merit in her character, that ſhe did 


not believe her ſuch, and that her 
head and heart were good enough to 


overcome a ſingle prejudice in her 


disfavour. 


I ſhall not take upon me, at leaſt 
on the preſent occaſion, to decide cri- 


tically on this point; but if moral ob- 


| ligations are to be diſpenſed with, 
however a few exceptions may plead 
for pity or toleration, I think it re- 
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198 MEMOIRS OF 
quires no ſupernatural wiſdom to fore- 
lee the conſequences. 


In the very perſon of Mrs. Rudd, 
the misfortune to individuals, and the 
evil to ſociety, are ſufficiently demon- 
ſtrated; ſhe is the mother, the fond 
mother, if we may rely on her own 
profeſſions, of three little infants, in- 


fants that can never avail themſelves 


(when they come to years of diſtin- 
guiſhing) of the indulgence granted 
them of calling her by that tender 
name without a bluſh. I repeat in- 
dulgence, for illegitimate children, we 
well know, are excluded from every 
tie of conſanguinity, every demand of 


_ Proviſion and protection; and thus, 


my dear, the individual is irreparably 
injured. 


Under ſo cruel a predicament, where 
every common act of care or kindnels 
iS 
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is a courteſy, what chance has the mind 
for happy cultivation? An irregular 
houſe, vain, if not vicious, examples 
for ever before their eyes; what, in 
ſuch caſe, but a miracle can ſave 
them from the moſt dangerous errors? 
and here ſociety receives its wound. 


Dazzled, nevertheleſs, by the ideal 
importance of ſuperior birth, and 
(however obtained) of ſuperior fortune, 
Mrs. Rudd has the folly, as well as 
abſurdity, to ſay an alliance with ſuch 
a woman as herſelf could be no diſ- 
grace to any family, but to ſo private 
a one as the Perreaus it was certainly 
an honour. Theſe, my dear, may be 
maſculine, but they are very unlike 
feminine ſentiments. By maſculine 
I mean thoſe ſentiments which men, 
to- promote ſome unworthy purpoſe, 
profeſs to entertain, though beyond | 
meaſure tenacious of female propriety, " 
| K 4 where Þ# 
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where their own wives and ſiſters, &c. 
are concerned. 


Mrs. Perreau knowing her for what 
ſhe did know her, could not pique 
herſelf on the dignity of the connexion, 
or being a gentlewoman, alias the 
daughter of a clergyman of independ- 
ent, though limited, fortune, could 
feel any capital exultation on the ſup- 
poſed. relationſhip. 


But the wa is, that had Mrs. 


Rudd | been either well judging, or 


well adviſed, ſhe would have remained 
totally ſilent. The circumſtance that 


drew her out to public obſervation, 
ſpoke for itſelf, and in the farther in- 


veſtigating the fact, would have told 
all ſhe could 1 8 85 for to her advan- 


ſcribbling vein ſo long, that . 


have borrowgg her pen, and imputed 
publications 
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publications to her ingenuity, of 
which ſhe ſolemnly declares her igno- 
rance; as for example, the following 
elegy, which has ſo much poetical me- 
rit in it, as to intitle it to your peruſal: 


— 


UNHAPPY partner of my widow'd breaſt, 
Once its dear pilot thro? life's ſtormy ſea, 
Tho“ with unnumber'd wrongs thou'ſt broke 
its reſt, 
In ſpite of vengeance, ſtill it beats for thee. | 


How can I raze thy image fon my heart, 
Where love his ſofteſt records has enroll'd ? 
Who never fails to take thy treacherous part, 
But tells again the tales that thou haſt told f 


Muſin 80 on theſe Emy wrongs forget to plead ; - 
I deem each thought that loves not thee, 
my foe ; 
I never brand thee with a ſable deed, 
Nor to thy charge impute a fingle woe! 


Eager Tcall my little young - ones round, 
And in each feature read thy manly charmsc 

A moment thus I tread enchanted ground, 
And claſp the huſband in my children's arms! 


K 5, Curſs 
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Curſe on the wayward fate that plann'd for thee 
Fell ſchemes thou hadſt not courage to purſue; 

Ohl *twas a coward ſtep to force on me 

An act once e thought too dangerous for you / 


Time N have ſoon reliev'd thee of my 
weight ; 
Thy broken vows had bound me on the wheel; 
Then why betray me to that abject ſtate ? 


Or lift againſt my life thy rüffian ſteel ? 


Oh! hadſt thou urg'd me to the fatal deed 

| By ſofter means, thou hadſt not been deny'd : 
Ine'er had ſerupled for my love to bleed, 

But for his ſake, a willing death had dy'd. 


Mine ſhould have been the oh * and ſhame ; 

Dauntleſs I'd met the horrors of the tree, 
Repaid, if ſpotleſs Ipreferv'd thy fame, 

And only got one pitying tear from thee. 


Ohl! that the horrid act I ne'er had done, 

Thy vengeful hand had ta'en my forfeit life; 

No mor@in anguiſh had its thread been ſpun ;— 
Thou could outlive the murder of thy wife 


When 
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When in the clay-cold grave I had been laid, 
No evidence againſt thee ſhould appear; 
No aweful greetings of my injured ſhade, _ 
Should ever haunt thee with a An fear. 
In angel's form I'd . 3 to repoſe, 
As near thy couch I took my nightly ſtand ; 
A Appy< ſweet balſam to thy feſtering woes, 
And waſh'd with tears my blood from off thy 
and. i 
But now thy wife, or miſtreſs ( which thou wilt) 
Solicits to approach thy awful cell: | 
By her remiſſion would decreaſe thy guilt, 
re Juſtice ring thy qul-Gepartingr Knell. 


Oh! | grant this laſt requeſt without delay, 
Once more to raiſe my body from the ground; 
Tears I— tears ſhall water my repentant way, 

And u ſables veil this body round. 


In either hand, array'd with like attire; 

The tender pledges of our love I'll bear, | 

Whoſe tales have often charm'd their i alng 
fire, 


Whoſe grief now fills the meaſure of deſ Pair. 
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On them, if not on me, one kiſs 1 8 

They cannot have outlived their father's love; 
On me let all thy contumely flow, 

Theſe buds of innocence thou muſt approve! 


But hark! I hear his pond'rous galling chain! 
Again !—his cumbrous ſhackles ftrike mine 
ears ! 
Or is't the phrenzy of this heated brain, 
That thus portrays the horror that it fears? 


Reaſon returns! Ah wherefore doſt thou come * 
Thy pangs are not the phantaſies of woe; 


Thy condemnation ftrikes thy culprits dumb, 


Who ceafe an interval of peace to know. 


Tdeal ſufferings yield to real pain ; 


Grief deep, tho' ſilent, preys upon my heart; 
My tortur'd ſenſes all their pow'rs retain, 
To hail with treble anguiſh every dart. 


Yet would I fain approach thy gloomy cell, 
- Tho? tenfold horrors guard thy priſon gate; 
Bid thee a ſolemn, and a laſt farewell, 


And mourn with thee the mis'ry of our fate. 


With 
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With midnight's raven-winged hour Pll come; 


No ſullen keeper ſhall obſtrut my way; 
Our woes ſhall ſtrike inferior victims dumb, 
And hail with horrors the returning day. 


For this ſad interview— like me prepare, 
Save all thy tears, and unavailing fighs.; 

Til on our mutual griefs the fiend deſpair 
Shall turn with jealouſy her blood-ſhot eyes! 


The ſecret hiſtory of this lady, as 
teſtified by good authority, is, how- 


ever, contained in a few words, and 


runs thus: 


At Lurgan, a little obſcure village 
in the North of Ireland, lived an apo- 


thecary, anſwering, in many reſpects, 


the celebrated deſcription in Shake- 


ſpear's Romeo and Juliet, for he was 
honeſt, meagre, poor and humble- 
minded ; his ſhop, in order to com- 
municate ſuitable impreſſions of his 
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ſkill, was adorned with the ſkins of va- 
rious animals Europe never produced; 
and his phials exhibited reptiles care- 
fully preſerved in ſpirits, which his 
countrymen never ſaw lince the bleſſed 
days of the great St. Patrick, who for- 
bad the air or the ſoil to nurture any 
but harmleſs and well-ſhaped crea- 
tures. 


The village of Lurgan is ſo far in 
the neighbourhood of the Scotch 
eoaſt, that Mr. Stewart, from motives 
of intereſt or amuſement, frequently 
viſited it, and at length formed an in- 
timacy with a family, formerly emi- 
grants from his native ſpot, who had 
a lively, learned, and fair daughter. 


Your brother inſiſts upon it, that an 
admirer is valuable to. a young wo- 
man, in proportion to her retired ſitu- 


ation, or her limited opportunities for 
receiving 
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receiving tender devoirs; but be that 
as it may, the apothecary was ſucceſs- 
ful in his overtures, and the all- lovely 
Margaret Caroline Stewart, now 
Mrs. Rudd, was the firſt- born child of 
this happy pair. | 


Her 1e was paſſed under the 
parental roof; her excurſions from 
home for a time under the auſpices of 
her uncle, the ſpirited Mr. John 
Stewart, who has figured away in our 
public news- papers ſince his niece's 
conduct has become ſo univerſally 
canvaſſed. 5 


Having ſeen ſomewhat of life, and 
acquired a pretty competent knowW- 
ledge of mankind, Mr. Rudd, on a 
recruiting party, fell in her way. Mr. 
Rudd's, commiſſion was an inferior 
one; his private finances ſlender; but 
chen the nature of his profeſſion 

would 
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would enable her to extend her tra- 
vels, and conſtitute her a gentle woman. 


They were married, and Mr. Rudd 
ſoon found that a princely revenue 
was alone ſuitable to the elegant turn 
of mind his wife poſſeſſed. 


When his regiment was broke after 
the war, he came over to England, 
and ſhe accompanied him. They 
lived for ſome time in the neighbour- 
hood of Whitehall, where the lady by 
degrees ſtole into conſequence. 

Your trades-people, Mariamne, 
though very convenient, are a very 
troubleſome ſet of people ; bills 
poured in from every quarter, and the 
oor devil of a huſband was anſwer- 
able for all, Arreſted, perſecuted, 
unable to pay his debts, or provide 
longer for his wife, he had one even- 
ing 
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ing taken a melancholy walk in St. 
James' s-Park, when, lo! on his return, 
he was informed of her elopement ! 
What was now to be done? though 
honour and honeſty ever ſo ſtrongly 
Oppoſed the ſtep, ſelf- preſervation 
appeared no leſs neceſſary than juſtifi- 
able. He retired therefore to another 
end of the town, till means were found 
to arreſt him, when he was thrown 
into the King's-Bench. To extricate 
himſelf he was obliged to fell a little 
paternal eſtate of about 801, per ann. 
During theſe troubles, he was perfect · 
ly convinced of his wife's infidelity, 
and in the year 1757, uſed every 
means in his power, but without ef- 
fect, to procure a divorce, which he 
failed of for want of ſtrictly legal evi- 
dence. He then retired to Boulogne. 


On this occaſion the 1 8 4 from 
whom 1 derive this intelligence, ſays 
8 ke 
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he had an opportunity of ſeeing ſome 
of her letters of gallantry, which be- 
ſpoke a total ignorance of her own 
language; ſhe muſt therefore be 
greatly improved ſince, or the reports 
of her literary talents are totally with- 

out foundation. >» 


This, my dear, is the brilliant ori- 
gin, the amiable conduct, of this cele- 
brated lady, whoſe fine feelings, we 
are told by her, twice, in ſo great a 
degree affected her health, as to en- 
danger her life. During her reſidence 
with Daniel Perreau, on diſcovering 
that the tender and delicate attach- 
ment ſhe bore him, was not recipro- 
cal, the fourteen thouſand pounds, her 
poſſeſſion of which ſhe promiſed to 
account for to the public, natwith- 
ſtanding her maternal ties, her mater- 
nal ſenſihility, were ſquandered on 
the man ſhe loved, and did not love; 

for, 


F 
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for, obſerve, by her own repreſentation 


of the affair, her chief expenditures 
were made after her heart had ſuſtain- 
ed the ſevere ſhock of Daniel's apoſta- 
ſy, if indeed he ever was her true 
lover. 


As to the ſcenes ſhe has paſſed 
through ſince her ſeparation from her 


huſband, or the very generous treat- 


ment ſhe experienced from the agent 


of his regiment, and the other equally 
liberal minded friends her merit pro- 
cured her, they would do me but ſmall 


honour in deſcribing them, and afford 


you as little entertainment in the read- 
ing. 


4 


You will, however, perceive the 
oppolite reports ſhe has been pleaſed 
or tempted to make of her birth, in 
ſome degree reconciled by this rela- 
tion, Her father an Iriſh apotheca- 
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ry; her mother a high-born Scotch- 
woman; her genteel or illuſtrious an- 
ceſtry, her Hibernian or Caledonian 


extraction; might be boaſted with 


tolerable propriety at will. Nay, the 
air of the two nations, according 
to the points from which they hap- 


pened to blow, were ſo blended with 


each other, as to require much ſkill 
in determining which of them was her 
native air. 

The poet tells us, 
64 There is no fury like a woman ſcorn'd, 


which is perhaps ſtill more applica- 
ble to a woman who is both forſaken 


and betrayed. Mrs. Rudd, however, 


is untemitting in the performance of 


her duty to herſelf and the crown. 


She attended in a genteel deſhabille 
at the Rolls Coffee- houſe, on an en- 
deavour to make Daniel Perreau a 

banxkrupt, 
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| bankrupt, and on the finding of two 
indictments againſt one brother, and 
three againft the other, was feen by 
many at the Old Bailey. Some in- 
deed are malicious enough to aſſert, 
that ſhe is glad it is in her power fo 
abundantly. to advertiſe her own me- 
rits, and that ſhe prefers her preſent 
eclat, to the tame obſcurity of the 
generality of her ſex. But peace to 
all ſuch, if ſuch can have peace. And 
now for a word or two reſpecting the 
unhappy brothers. 


An article of intelligence appeared 
in the papers, ſetting forth, that Ro- 
bert had refuſed all ſuſtenance from 
the time of his commitment to that 
period, which was a complete fort- 
night; but the incident which gave 

riſe to the idea, was merely this, 


Th 
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The ſecond day of their confine- 
ment, when ſome gentlemen went to 
ſee him, Robert's dinner, which con- 
ſiſted of a coarſe piece of pork and 
greens, was brought in. He fat 
down to it, and began. to eat with 
much eargerneſs, ſaying, he had 
thoughts of making a long faſt, -but 
the calls of nature had overcome his 
reſolves, and he could not refrain 
from exerciſing a knife and fork for 
the firſt time within thoſe walls; he 
alſo drank ſome porter, and declared 
himſelf comfortably refreſhed. 


Your brother tells me they ſeem to 
be in very good ſpirits, and that Mrs. 
Perreau, having got the better of the 
dreadful ſurpriſe of her huſband's de- 
_ tention, is quite as well as can be ex- 
pected. No leſs than four counſel, 
viz, Dunning, Cox, Bearcroft, and 
Lucas, are retained in their favour, ſo 

that 


MESS. 


the court when criminals are arraigned) 
ſend them, lay I, a good UEUVErAnce. 


This is the laſt letter you will re- 

ceive from me, for it is ſettled that I 
ſhall be ſet down by my kind relation, 
on Thurſday next, in her way to 
Scarborough, at your door. How my 
heart rejoices in the near approach of 
our re- union! Then ſhall my prattle 
atone for every deficiency of my pen, 
and we will, with the ſeverity of criti- 


ciſm, and the ſpleen of unlettered 


envy, together peruſe the ſeveral 
epiſtles Mr. Bridgwater ſends us, as 
'well on this as every other ſubject; 
and in proportion as he gives us op- 
portunities of detecting his pedantry, 
& c. &c. riſe in our own cenſequence, 
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that they will have the beſt of human 
aſſiſtance; and God (as Mr. Bridg- 
water informs me, is the language of 
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and 
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and require him to ſubſeribe to our 


2 ſvperiority. 


But it is time for me, my dear girl, 
to draw to a concluſion. I am im- 
patient till the happy hour arrives, 
and in the pleaſing expectation of 
being ſoon able to ſee you, . to 


ſubſeribe myſelf 


Your's, as ane and for ever, 


f THEODOSIA, 
20JY 64 


FINIS, 
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